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Executive Summary 

 

As the birthplace of Abraham Lincoln, the commonwealth of Kentucky assumed a lead 
role in commemorating the 200th anniversary of Lincoln’s birth.  Lincoln was born in 
the commonwealth, and Kentucky played a primary role in forging the family and 
political life of the 16th president. Although Lincoln left the Bluegrass State as a boy, 
his wife, in-laws and many of his friends, law partners, political associates and mentors 
were Kentuckians.   
 
To organize and coordinate the state's commemorative activities, the Kentucky 
Abraham Lincoln Bicentennial Commission (KALBC) was established in 2004.  The 
Commission was administered by the Kentucky Historical Society (KHS), which 
coordinated grants, educational programs, community projects, public exhibitions and 
tourism initiatives totaling more than $4 million in cooperation with sister agencies of 
the state’s Tourism, Arts and Heritage Cabinet.  Judge Dan Kelly of Washington 
County and Judge Executive Tommy Turner of Larue County served as co-chairs of 
the commission. 
 
As a result of Lincoln Bicentennial efforts in Kentucky, thousands of tourists visited the 
commonwealth to learn more about Lincoln’s birthplace.  According to a 2008 
Associated Press article, “Visitors this year are flocking to Kentucky sites dedicated to 
the 16th president.”  Expanded final report materials are available in the archives of the 
Kentucky Historical Society.   
 
 

Outcomes 
 

The KALBC adopted four primary goals or “outcomes” for the Lincoln Bicentennial as 
suggested by KHS.  These were:   
 

1.      Positioning: Establish Kentucky as part of the Lincoln story on both a state and a 
national level by relating the critical role that Kentucky and Kentuckians played in his life 
and career.  
2.      Education: Incorporate the relevance of the Lincoln story into educational 
programming across Kentucky.  
3.      Cultural Infrastructure: Strengthen the long-term legacy of Kentucky's Lincoln sites and 
museums.  
4.      Tourism: Enhance Kentucky's heritage-tourism industry. 
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Major Partners 

 
 *Abraham Lincoln Birthplace National 

Historic Park 
*Ashland: The Henry Clay Estate 

*Camp Nelson Civil War Park 
*Hardin County Lincoln Sites 

*Farmington Historic Plantation 
*Kentucky Arts Council 

*Kentucky Humanities Council 
*Kentucky Department of Education 

*Kentucky Department of Parks 
*Kentucky Department of Travel 

*Kentucky Heritage Council 
*Kentucky Educational Television 

*Kentucky Department of Libraries and 
Archives 

*Kentucky Historical Society 
*Lincoln Museum Hodgenville 
*Lincoln Homestead State Park 

*Mary Todd Lincoln House 
*Perryville Battlefield State Historic Site 

*Whitehall State Historic Site 
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Key Accomplishments by Outcome 
 

 

Positioning: Establish Kentucky as part of the Lincoln story on both a state and a 
national level by relating the critical role that Kentucky and Kentuckians played in his life 
and career. 

 
Award Winning Marketing Campaign: Led by KHS, KALBC 
and its cabinet partners developed an award-winning marketing 
campaign utilizing an array of media including print, radio, 
television and internet.  Each partner utilized thematic and 
branding guidelines to achieve a unified look and feel amongst 
many diverse products and publications.  KHS and KALBC 
received marketing awards from the Public Relations Society of 
America, the Kentucky Tourism Council and the National 
Council on Public History.   

 
 
 

 
Web site: KALBC created a Web site to serve as a “one-
stop-shop” for information relating to Kentucky’s Lincoln 
Bicentennial.  The site featured educational resources, a 
calendar of events, grant information, a photo gallery, 
community “toolkits,” a media room and Web store.  
From June, 2008 through July, 2009, the Web site 
averaged over 12,000 visits per month with a highpoint of 
23,599 visits in January 2009.   
 
 
 
 

Media Coverage: KALBC’s marketing efforts resulted 
in substantial media coverage.  More than 100 
newspapers around the nation published articles about 
various aspects of Kentucky’s Lincoln Bicentennial.  
According to a 2008 Associated Press piece that ran in 
dozens of national outlets, “Visitors [are] flocking to 
Kentucky Lincoln sites.”  KHS hosted the CBS 
Sunday Morning show to help coordinate a special 
report about Abraham Lincoln. 

 

       

2008 Kentucky Visitor Guide 

CBS Sunday Morning’s Mo Rocca 
Visits the KHS HistoryMobile 
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Lincoln Bicentennial Merchandise: Kentucky’s Lincoln 
Commission developed a line of merchandise to spread 
awareness and generate revenue for Lincoln sites.  Items 
included apparel, souvenirs, decorative items, hats and coffee 
mugs.  The items were sold at numerous Lincoln sites in 
Kentucky and online.  The merchandise program 
grossed approximately $75,000, boosting awareness and 
increasing gift shop receipts at participating Lincoln sites. 
    
 

 
 

 
Specialty License Plate:  In January 2008, Kentucky 
launched a “Birthplace of Lincoln” specialty license 
plate.  Combining the Lincoln Bicentennial brand with 
Kentucky’s Unbridled Spirit logo, the plate is sold in 
county clerk offices across the commonwealth and will 
be available for the foreseeable future.     

 
 
 
New Signage and Road Designations: Through the work of 
the Kentucky General Assembly and the Transportation 
Cabinet, Kentucky boasts two new Lincoln road designations, 
as well as “Birthplace of Lincoln” signs at major entryways into 
the state.  US 31E (Bardstown Rd.) is now officially known as 
the “Lincoln Heritage Highway.” I-65 from Louisville to the 
Tennessee border is now known as “Lincoln Memorial 
Expressway.” 

 
 

 
Radio and Television:  Radio spots, TV ads and public service announcements were 
routinely aired in Kentucky and the nation during the Lincoln Bicentennial.  In 
coordination with KHS, the Kentucky Department of Travel launched nationwide 
television ads in 2007 and 2009 promoting Kentucky’s Lincoln heritage, Gov. Steve 
Beshear was featured in public service announcements encouraging Kentuckians to 
participate in the bicentennial, and KHS utilized public radio to promote the Lincoln 
Commission and the commonwealth’s signature exhibition, “Beyond the Log Cabin: 
Kentucky’s Abraham Lincoln.” 
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Education: Incorporate the relevance of the Lincoln story into educational 
programming across Kentucky. 
 
 
K-12 Lincoln Lesson Plans:  Through a partnership with the 
Kentucky Department of Education (KDE), Georgetown 
College and KHS, Lincoln lesson plans were developed for 
elementary, middle, and high school students.  The lessons 
were tied to Kentucky teaching standards and brought Lincoln 
into the classroom in a number of different subject areas.  The 
lessons were made available online.  Kentucky Educational 
Television (KET) also developed online lesson plans. 
 
 
 

KHS Lincoln Exhibitions:  As Kentucky’s 
premier historical organization, KHS developed 
an array of Lincoln Bicentennial programs and 
exhibits.  The state’s signature Lincoln 
exhibition, “Beyond the Log Cabin: Kentucky’s 
Abraham Lincoln,” explored Lincoln’s broad 
and complex relationship with his native state.  
The exhibition premiered at the Thomas D. 
Clark Center for Kentucky History in September 
2008, and later traveled to the Speed Art 

Museum in Louisville, Ky., and to the Highlands Museum in Ashland, Ky.  An online 
component of the exhibition was also produced featuring vivid imagery and creative 
interactives.  As part of the exhibition, the KHS HistoryMobile--a tractor trailer exhibit--
toured the state outfitted with a Lincoln exhibit .  KHS also created Lincoln-related panel 
exhibits as part of its Museums-to-Go program, which provides traveling exhibits to public 
places, free of charge.  “Beyond the Log Cabin: Kentucky’s Abraham Lincoln” received a 
national Award of Merit from the American Association of State and Local History.   
 
 
 
 
Classroom Learning Resource Sheets: 
KHS, in partnership with KDE and KET, 
created learning resource sheets for all 4th 
and 5th grade students in Kentucky.  The 
materials featured reading, writing and 
drawing activities and encouraged students 
to augment their learning with additional 
online resources.  
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Lincoln at the Kentucky State Fair: The 2008 Kentucky State Fair 
featured an Abraham Lincoln exhibit created by KHS.  Utilizing 
resources such as the HistoryMobile, Museums-to-Go and KALBC 
merchandise, this large dynamic exhibit served as the featured 
educational attraction at the fair.  Visitors could also enjoy rail 
splitting, period music and historical interpreters.  The exhibit 
attracted more than 17,000 visitors, many of whom were students, in 
ten days.   
 
 
 

 
Lincoln: “I, too, am a Kentuckian”  Documentary: 
With support from KALBC and KHS, KET produced a 
special two-hour documentary titled Lincoln: “I, too, am a 
Kentuckian.”  Produced by KET’s Kentucky Life program, 
the documentary featured prominent national and local 
historians such as Doris Kearns Goodwin, Harold Holzer, 
Louis A. Warren, James Klotter and John Kleber.   
 

 
 
 
“Lincoln: The Kentucky Years” DVD:  KET produced a 14-minute 
documentary on Lincoln’s Kentucky boyhood and distributed three 
copies of the DVD to each K-12 school in Kentucky.  The video 
chronicles Lincoln as he attended his first school, planted pumpkin seeds 
on the Knob Creek farm and nearly drowned in the nearby creek. The 
Abraham Lincoln Birthplace National Historic Park shows “Lincoln: 
The Kentucky Years” in high definition format as the park’s introductory 
video.   
 
 
 
 

Lincoln Hanks Wedding Celebration:  The 
Lincoln Hanks Wedding Celebration was held in 
2006 and 2008 at the Lincoln Homestead State 
Park.  Nearly 3,000 people attended the events, 
which featured the play “Dearly Beloved: The 
Vows of a Lincoln Legacy,” which was produced 
by the KHS Museum Theatre department. 

 

 

 

Dave Shuffett, Host of 
Kentucky Life 
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Our Lincoln Gala: The Kentucky Humanities 
Council, in partnership with the University of 
Kentucky, produced the “Our Lincoln Gala” on 
Feb. 2, 2009 at the Kennedy Center in 
Washington, D.C.  The event was hosted by NPR 
radio personality Bob Edwards and featured 
orchestral, choir, dance and dramatic 
performances.    

 

 
 

 
KHS Family Fun Day and Capitol Rotunda Event 
 

KHS produced two significant events on and around 
Lincoln’s birthday on Feb. 12, 2009.  On the 
bicentennial day itself, KHS welcomed Gov. Steve 
Beshear, Speaker of the House Greg Stumbo and 
Sen. Pres. 
David 
Williams to 
an event in 

the State Capital Rotunda.  On Feb. 14, 2009, KHS 
hosted Family Fun Day at the Thomas D. Clark 
Center for Kentucky History.  The event featured an 
array of educational programming and drew more 
than 1,500 visitors in 4 hours. 
 
 
 
 
Penny Unveiling Event:  Kentucky Gov. Steve Beshear 
and Dep. Dir. of the United States Mint Andy 
Burnhart unveiled the new birthplace cabin penny on 
Feb. 12, 2009, in Hodgenville.  Hundreds of visitors 
took part in the unveiling and penny exchange 
program, which also featured choral music from the 
Lindsay Wilson College Choir.     
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Tourism: Enhance Kentucky's heritage-tourism industry. 
 

 
Kentucky’s Lincoln Heritage Trail: Developed by 

the Kentucky Heritage Council in 
partnership with KHS, the new 
Kentucky Lincoln Heritage Trail 
was a major project of Kentucky’s 
Lincoln Bicentennial.  The trail 
consists of more than 30 
interpretive signs at 15 central 
Kentucky locations and an array of 
promotional resources such as 

map materials and a Web site. 
The Lincoln Trail map features a family-friendly 
design with colorful icons and descriptive text to interest people of all ages.  The Web site, 

available at www.kylincolntrail.com,  features an interactive version 
of the Lincoln Trail map.  By selecting an icon, visitors can find a 
complete site description, nearby attractions, interpretive 
information and directions. The Lincoln Trail was made possible 
by a grant from the Kentucky Transportation Cabinet and the 
Kentucky Lincoln Commission. 

 
 
 
Lincoln Trail Passport: During the 2008 and 2009 tourist seasons, 
visitors to Kentucky Lincoln sites were encouraged to obtain a free 
“passport” as a fun way to document their travels.  The passport 

opens into an expandable map and was stamped at 
each Lincoln site visited.  The stamp recorded the 
date of the visit and the name of the site.  If visitors 
obtained a 10 or more stamps, they were eligible to 
enter a prize drawing for Lincoln-related gifts.  The 
Lincoln Trail Passport helped boost attendance at 
each Lincoln Trail site.   

 
 

 
 
 

2008 Kentucky Official Highway Map: Kentucky’s 2008 Official Highway 
Map included a Lincoln theme on the cover and reverse, and Lincoln sites 
were pinpointed on the map.  The maps were distributed at welcome centers 
and rest areas across Kentucky, further enhancing the commission’s 
outcomes.   
 

 

 

http://www.kylincolntrail.com/�
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Lincoln Site Visitation Statistics 

        Lincoln Site  Jan-June 2007  Jan-June 2009     % Change 

Lincoln Birthplace/Boyhood 
Home 89,235  101,274 +13.4% 
Mary Todd Lincoln House 3,143  4,390 +39.7% 
Farmington Historic 
Plantation 1,276  1,456 +14.1% 
Lincoln Museum 5,551  8,474 +52.65% 
KHS 28,520  34,362 + 20.48% 
White Hall 2,116  2,932 +38.56% 
Camp Nelson 3,251  2,924 - 10.1% 
Hardin Co. Museum 1,270  1,754 +38.1% 

Ashland 5,437  4,520 - 20.2% 
                            Average Visitation Increase: 27.5% 

 

Travel Expenditures in Lincoln Site Counties 

       County   2007   2008                   % Change 

Hardin $209,323058 $230,362,002 +10.1 
Larue $5,565,945 $5,590,340 +.04 
Jefferson $2,610,182,752 $2,672,593,527 +2.4 
Jessamine $78,057,616 $82,093,588 +5.6 
Mercer $31,023,567 $33,803,242 +9.0 
Boyle $57,579,399 $60,435,368 +5.0 
Fayette $1,632,986,073 $1,739,249,796 +6.5 
Franklin $123,634,647 $130,383,934 +5.5 
Madison $122,680,331 $127,969,417 +4.3 
Washington $3,850,540 $3,956,955 +2.8 

                             Average Travel Expenditure Increase: 5.1 % 
 

 
Cultural Infrastructure: Strengthen the long-term legacy of Kentucky's Lincoln 
sites and museums. 

 
 

 

New Exhibits at Lincoln Sites: Numerous Kentucky Lincoln 
sites created or upgraded exhibits during the Bicentennial. 
Sites include Farmington Historic 
Plantation, Camp Nelson Civil 
War Park, Hardin County 
History Museum, Lincoln 
Homestead State Park, Whitehall 

State Historic Site and Ashland: the Henry Clay Estate. 
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Restoration of the Austin Gollaher Cabin: When Lincoln was six years old, his childhood 
friend Austin Gollaher saved the future president from drowning in Knob Creek.  The 
Gollaher family cabin now resides at the Knob Creek farm where the Lincolns lived.  The 
cabin was restored by the National Park Service with financial support from Kentucky’s 
Lincoln Commission, thereby saving the historic structure for future generations.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Joseph Holt House: Through a grant by 
Kentucky’s Lincoln Commission, the Joseph Holt 
house was acquired by the Breckinridge County 
community, which is developing plans to restore the 
historic home.  Joseph Holt served as Lincoln’s 
Judge Advocate General and presided over the 
prosecution of Lincoln’s co-conspirator assassins.   

 

 

Mordecai Lincoln House:  The home of Lincoln’s uncle 
Mordecai, located at Lincoln Homestead State Park, underwent 
major renovation in 2006-07.  The house has been fully restored 
and can now be seen on scheduled tours.  

 

 

 

Hodgenville’s Re-Designed Downtown and Boy 
Lincoln Statue: Downtown Hodgenville received a 
makeover and new statue during the bicentennial, 

dramatically increasing 
accessibility and interpretive 
potential.  The downtown now 
features a circular driving route 
that surrounds statues of the presidential Lincoln, erected 1912, and the 
boy Lincoln, erected 2008.  Inscriptions of the Gettysburg Address and 
Second Inaugural are featured in the pavement between the two statues.   

 

Before Restoration After Restoration
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Louisville’s Lincoln Park: Louisville’s Lincoln Park is 
located on Louisville’s waterfront and is designed as a state 
memorial to Lincoln.  The statue was created by renowned 
Kentucky sculptor Ed Hamilton with input from the 
Kentucky Historical Society and was dedicated during an 
evening event on June 4, 2009.  The park also features four 
bas reliefs further interpreting Kentucky’s Lincoln 
connections.   

 

Springfield, Ky., Lincoln Statue: The city of Springfield erected a new Lincoln 
statue in front of the town’s new judicial center.  The area around the statue 
reflects Lincoln’s questions and search for his parents’ marriage records, 
which are housed in the old Washington County Courthouse.      

 

 
 

Camp Nelson Interpretive Barracks: With funding from 
Kentucky’s Lincoln Commission, Camp Nelson created a new 
interpretive barracks to expand and enhance the site’s 
educational offerings.  The building also features a research 
library.   

 

 
Performance Management: During 2007, each Kentucky 
Lincoln site underwent the AASLH Performance 
Management program, which is a research-based analysis 
designed to compliment strategic planning.  The findings 

indicated a high degree of public satisfaction with the collective group of Lincoln sites, but a 
need to market more effectively and cultivate target audiences was also identified.  The 
Performance Management findings helped inform the Kentucky Lincoln Commission’s 
approach to marketing the Bicentennial and offered a research-based foundation for the 
Lincoln sites to conduct future planning and analysis.  
 

 

KALBC 2006-2009 Fiscal Summary 
 

FY Ending June 30, 2007; Total Budget $2,000,000 

Personnel: $126,000 (Admin Asst.; Marketing Assoc.; HistoryMobile Coor.) 

Operating: $98,000 (Includes Marketing and Educational Initiatives) 

Community and State Agency Grants: $1,776,000 
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FY Ending June 30, 2008; Total Budget $2,000,000 

Personnel: $126,000 (Admin Asst.; Marketing Assoc.; HistoryMobile Coor.) 

Operating: $333,000 (Includes Marketing and Educational Initiatives) 

Community and State Agency Grants: $1,416,386 

State Budget Reduction: $131,439 

 

FY Ending June 30, 2009; Total Budget $878,000  

Personnel: $157,942 (Admin Asst.; Marketing Assoc.; HistoryMobile Coor.) 

Operating: $240,745 (Includes Marketing and Educational Initiatives) 

Community and State Agency Grants: $214,313 

State Budget Reduction: $265,000 

 

 

Community Grants Listing 
(Please note: As of the printing of this report, some individual grant reports and state agency final reports
were still being compiled. As such, some of the information below may be revised or updated at a later date.) 
 
 
        Project Information        Project Summary   
 
Project Title: Hodgenville Statue 
Project 
Organization in Charge: City of 
Hodgenville 
State Agency Sponsor:  Kentucky 
Arts Council 
Date of Project: 2007-2008 
KALBC Start-Up Initiative 
Total Cost of Project: $200,000 
Commission Funding: $200,000 
 

 
Grant supported the design, creation, and installation of a 
“boy Lincoln” statue in downtown Hodgenville.  The 
project was part of a $750,000 redesign of the town square, 
which will be completed in 2007.  The statue was placed 
opposite a statue of the presidential Lincoln, which was 
created by Adolf Weinman in 1909.   

 
Project Title: Springfield Statue 
Project 
Organization in Charge: City of 
Springfield 
State Agency Sponsor:  Kentucky 
Arts Council 
KALBC Start-Up Initiative 
Total Cost of Project:  
Commission Funding: $200,000 
 

 
Grant supported the design, creation, and installation of a 
Lincoln statue in downtown Springfield.  The statue was 
placed directly in front of a new judicial center and was 
dedicated in spring of 2009.     
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Project Title: Lincoln Chautauqua 
characters 
Organization in Charge:  
State Agency Sponsor: Kentucky 
Humanities Council 
KALBC Start-Up Initiative 
Total Cost of Project:  
Commission Funding: $60,000 
 

 
Grant supported four new Lincoln-related characters as part 
of the Kentucky Humanities Council’s Chautauqua 
program.  Details can be found at 
http://www.kyhumanities.org/. 

 
Project Title: Chap Book 
Organization in Charge: 
Kentucky Humanities Council 
State Agency Sponsor:  Kentucky 
Humanities Council 
KALBC Start-Up Initiative 
Total Cost of Project:  
Commission Funding: $20,000 
 

 
Funding supported production of a “chap book” by the 
Kentucky Humanities Council containing educational 
information on Kentucky’s Lincoln story.  The book 
included information about Lincoln sites in Kentucky.  
Approximately 30,000-50,000 of the free booklets were 
distributed to the public. 

 
Project Title: Lincoln Trail 
Organization in Charge:  
State Agency Sponsor:  Kentucky 
Heritage Council 
KALBC Start-Up Initiative 
Total Cost of Project:  
Commission Funding: $80,000 
 

 
Grant provided matching funds for a $250,000 
transportation enhancement grant to create a new Lincoln 
Heritage Trail in Kentucky.  The trail features interpretive 
panels and marketing resources highlighting more than 
fifteen local organizations with strong ties to Abraham 
Lincoln.  The Trail was developed by the Kentucky 
Heritage Council and Kentucky Historical Society.  For 
more information, go to www.kylincolntrail.com.   

 
Project Title: Lincoln Highway 
Markers 
Organization in Charge:  
State Agency Sponsor:  Kentucky 
Historical Society 
KALBC Start-Up Initiative 
Total Cost of Project:  
Commission Funding: $60,000 
 

 
These funds supported creation and installation of new 
Lincoln-related Highway Markers in Kentucky as well as 
refurbishment of existing Lincoln-related markers. 

 
Project Title: KDE Teacher 
Workshop 
Organization in Charge:  
State Agency Sponsor:  Kentucky 
Dept. of Education 
KALBC Start-Up Initiative 
Total Cost of Project:  
Commission Funding: $76,000 

 
Funds supported development of Lincoln-related lesson 
plans by the Kentucky Department of Education in 
partnership with Georgetown College and KHS.  The plans 
were shared with teachers throughout the commonwealth 
and are available online at 
http://lincoln.georgetowncollege.edu/index.htm.  

 
Project Title: KET Lincoln Special 
Organization in Charge:   
State Agency Sponsor:  KET 
KALBC Start-Up Initiative 

 
Grant supported development of “Lincoln: I, too, am a 
Kentuckian,” KET’s newest Kentucky Life Special debuted 
in March, 2008. In a two-hour documentary-style program, 
host Dave Shuffett explored the life and career of 

http://www.kyhumanities.org/�
http://www.kylincolntrail.com/�
http://lincoln.georgetowncollege.edu/index.htm�
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Total Cost of Project:  
Commission Funding: $126,000 

Kentucky’s most famous – though not always its favorite – 
son.  

 
Project Title: Play Writing in  
the Schools 
Organization in Charge: Actors 
Theatre- Louisville 
State Agency Sponsor: Kentucky 
Arts Council 
Date of Project: Early 2008 
Lincoln Project Number: 100 
Total Cost of Project: $26,000 
Commission Funding: $26,000 
 

 
Actors Theatre of Louisville developed and implemented 
an educational outreach program, working with students on 
playwriting focusing on the life and values of Abraham 
Lincoln.  Three high schools were involved in the initial 
project, which culminated with an event open to the public 
showcasing the students’ work.  Selection of schools to 
participate in the project was carried out in consultation 
with the Kentucky Arts Council. 
 

 
Project Title: Lincoln Theatrical 
Production  
Organization in Charge: 
Kentucky Repertory Theatre 
State Agency Sponsor: Kentucky 
Arts Council 
Date of Project: 2008-2009 
Lincoln Project Number: 101 
Total Cost of Project: $170,000 
Commission Funding: $170,000 
 

 
Kentucky Repertory Theatre at Horse Cave developed 
major productions focusing on Abraham Lincoln. The play 
“Abraham Lincoln” debuted at Horse Cave Theater in fall 
of 2008, and “One Man’s Lincoln” debuted in summer 
2008 and travelled to other venues during 2009.    
 

 
Project Title: State Park Lincoln 
and Civil War Exhibits 
Organization in Charge: KY 
Dept. of Parks 
Date of Project: 2007-2008 
Lincoln Project Number: 102 
Total Cost of Project: $150,000 
Commission Funding: $150,000 

 
Grant funded new exhibits at six historic sites operated by 
the Kentucky Department of Parks.  Each site had direct 
ties to Abraham Lincoln or the Civil War:  
 
Lincoln Homestead State Park 
Old Fort Harrod State Park 
White Hall State Historic Site 
Perryville Battlefield State Historic Site 
Jefferson Davis State Historic Site 
Columbus-Belmont State Park 
 

 
Project Title: The Lincoln-
Douglas Debates: A Catalyst for 
Emancipation 
Organization in Charge: Frazier 
International History Museum 
State Agency Sponsor: Kentucky 
Humanities Council 
Date of Project: 2008-2010 
Lincoln Project Number: 103 
Total Cost of Project: $4,500 
Commission Funding: $1,200 

 
This grant supported the development of a historic re-
creation of the Lincoln-Douglas debates during their 1858 
bid for the Senatorial seat in Illinois.  The program drew on 
sections of the original transcripts from the various debates 
to give audience members a taste of what the original 
speeches sounded like and to explore the central issues and 
themes highlighted during the debate.   
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Project Title: Forever Free: 
Lincoln’s Journey to Emancipation 
Organization in Charge: Hardin 
Co. Public Library 
State Agency Sponsor: Kentucky 
Humanities Council 
Date of Project: 6/12/08-7/25/08 
Lincoln Project Number: 104 
Total Cost of Project: $15,540 
Commission Funding: $7,770 
 

 
This grant funded programs associated with the travelling 
exhibit “Forever Free: Lincoln's Journey to Emancipation,” 
which visited the library in 2008.  The programs included 
scholarly lectures, a book discussion group, public 
presentation of related films, a number of Chautauqua 
presentations, exhibits of Lincoln memorabilia, and an 
opening reception for the exhibit. 
 
 

 
Project Title: Abraham Lincoln, 
the Shakers, and the Civil War 
Organization in Charge: 
Georgetown Scott County 
Historical Society 
State Agency Sponsor: Kentucky 
Humanities Council 
Date of Project: Yet to be 
determined 
Lincoln Project Number: 105 
Total Cost of Project: $6,600 
Commission Funding: $3,300 
 

 
Grant funded a six-week exhibit of Shaker furniture and 
Shaker artifacts and a series of four public presentations: 
“Abraham Lincoln and the Shakers;” “Shaker Art and 
Music during the Civil War Period;” “The Shakers, their 
Religious Philosophy, and Abraham Lincoln;” and “The 
Shakers in Literature.” 
 
 

 
Project Title: A House Divided 
Organization in Charge: Mary 
Todd Lincoln House 
State Agency Sponsor: Kentucky 
Humanities Council, Inc.  
Date of Project: 3/09-7/09 
Lincoln Project Number: 106 
Total Cost of Project: $29,540 
Commission Funding: $10,000 
 

 
Funds supported creation of a traveling panel exhibit that 
opened at the Lexington Public Library Gallery in March, 
2009. The exhibit explored the relationship between the 
Lincolns and Confederate Sympathizers in their own 
extended family.  It was supplemented with two brochures- 
an educational brochure for children and a walking tour 
brochure of Lexington Cemetery.  The exhibit now tours as 
one of the Mary Todd Lincoln House’s public offerings. 

 
Project Title: Forever Free: 
Lincoln’s Journey to Emancipation 
Organization in Charge: 
Lexington Public Library 
State Agency Sponsor: Kentucky 
Humanities Council, Inc. 
Date of Project: 8/8/08 – 9/19/08  
Lincoln Project Number: 107 
Total Cost of Project: $33,399 
Commission Funding: $10,000 
 

 
This grant funded events associated with the Forever Free: 
Lincoln's Journey to Emancipation exhibit.  Events were 
held on three Saturdays during the exhibit, each with a 
different theme: "Opening Day: Focus on Kentucky's 
Influence on Lincoln," "Focus on Civil War: A Border 
State's Influence and Change," and "Focus on Freedom: 
Local Perspective and Celebration."  The first event 
included a panel discussion on Kentucky's influence, the 
second featured re-enactment of a Civil War encampment 
in Phoenix Park (adjacent to the library) and the closing 
weekend featured a re-enactment of past Emancipation Day 
celebrations in Lexington.  Speakers and presentations of 
historical figures were also part of all three events.  Two 
walking tours were also developed: one of Lexington's 
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Western Suburb and one on "Lincoln's Lexington." 
 
 

 
Project Title: Abraham Lincoln at 
Farmington: Three weeks in 
Louisville in 1841 
Organization in Charge: 
Farmington Historic Home 
State Agency Sponsor: Kentucky 
Humanities Council, Inc. 
Date of Project: 10/12/08 
Lincoln Project Number: 108 
Total Cost of Project: $30,913.00 
Commission Funding: $10,000 
 

 
In celebration of the Lincoln Bicentennial in 2008, 
Farmington Historic Home conducted three weeks of 
programming to commemorate Abraham Lincoln's three-
week visit to Farmington and Louisville in 1841.  The 
events featured scholarly lectures, living history 
performances, childrens’ activities, arts and crafts, and 
historic reenactment.   

 
Project Title: Hardin County, 
Kentucky: Lincoln, Family and 
Friends 
Organization in Charge: Hardin 
County History Museum 
State Agency Sponsor: Kentucky 
Humanities Council, Inc. 
Date of Project: 10/5/07-2/10 
Lincoln Project Number: 109 
Total Cost of Project: $58,503 
Commission Funding $10,000 
 

 
This grant funded a comprehensive presentation of 
President Abraham Lincoln's formative years as influenced 
by the county of his birth, family and friends.  It was told 
through documented evidence and local/family traditions 
delivered via video presentation, traditional museum 
interpretive markers and through special educational 
programs that demonstrate President Abraham Lincoln's 
daily life, values, struggles, and achievements. 
 

 
Project Title: The Presidents of 
Mount Rushmore – Leadership in 
Crisis 
Organization in Charge: Nancy 
Hanks – Thomas Lincoln Wedding 
Reenactment Festival 
State Agency Sponsor: Kentucky 
Humanities Council, Inc. 
Date of Project: 12/06-2/10 
Lincoln Project Number: 110 
Total Cost of Project: $22,600 
Commission Funding: $10,300 
 

 
This grant supported a program titled Meeting of the 
Minds- a panel discussion with reenactors portraying the 
four presidents of Mount Rushmore: George Washington, 
Thomas Jefferson, Abraham Lincoln, and Theodore 
Roosevelt.  The grant funded a day of performances offered 
to the public and a day of events for the Washington 
County School system.   
 

Project # 111 was not used  
 
Project Title: Farmington Lincoln 
Bicentennial Projects 
Organization in Charge: 
Farmington Historic Home 
State Agency Sponsor: Kentucky 
Abraham Lincoln Bicentennial 
Commission, administered by the 
Kentucky Historical Society 

 
Grant supported a special exhibit located in the Farmington 
Visitors’ Center that will investigate the important 
connections between Abraham Lincoln, the Speed family at 
Farmington and Louisville. The exhibit interprets 
Farmington as Lincoln would have experienced it.  It will 
remain as the permanent introduction to Farmington for 
visitors. The exhibit is opened in February 2008.    
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Date of Project: 12/1/06-2/12/10 
Lincoln Project Number: 112 
Total Cost of Project: $318,000 
Commission Funding: $25,000 
 

 

 
Project Title: Appraisal of Joseph 
Holt House 
Organization in Charge: 
Breckenridge County Fiscal Court 
State Agency Sponsor: Kentucky 
Historical Society 
Date of Project: 2007 
Lincoln Project Number: 113 
Total Cost of Project: $5,047.37 
Commission Funding: $2,500 
 
 

 
Grant funded a survey and appraisal of the Joseph Holt 
House by the Breckenridge County Fiscal Court.  The 
house and property were later purchased by the community 
with funds from the Lincoln Commission.   Joseph Holt 
was a staunch Unionist and was appointed Judge Advocate 
General by Lincoln.  Holt also served as judge for the 
Lincoln assassination trials.  The Holt House has been on 
the National Register of Historic Places since 1976. 
 

 
Project Title: The Speeds, Lincoln 
and the Civil War: One Louisville 
Family’s Story 
Organization in Charge: Historic 
Homes Foundation/Farmington 
Historic Home 
State Agency Sponsor: Kentucky 
Historical Society 
Date of Project: 2/08 
Lincoln Project Number:  114 
Total Cost of Project: $10,000 
Commission Funding: $5,000 
 

 
Grant supported research for Farmington’s new Visitor’s 
Center exhibit to explore in detail the “Lincoln Connection” 
with the Speed Family and Farmington.  The exhibit 
opened in 2008 and features an in-depth interpretation of 
this relationship beginning in 1837 when Joshua Speed met 
Abraham Lincoln in Springfield, Illinois, to Lincoln’s visit 
to Farmington in August, 1841, through the Civil War and 
the appointment of James Speed as Attorney General in 
Lincoln’s second administration.   
 
 

 
Project Title: Restoration of 
Lincoln Heritage House 
Organization in Charge: 
Elizabethtown-Hardin County 
Heritage Council 
State Agency Sponsor: Kentucky 
Historical Society 
Date of Project: 3/07-7/07 
Lincoln Project Number: 115 
Total Cost of Project: $52,000 
Commission Funding: $2,000 
 
 

 
Funds supported restoration of the interior of the Lincoln 
Heritage House, which was partially constructed by 
Thomas Lincoln in the early 19th Century.  The City of 
Elizabethtown had completed extensive preservation work 
on the exterior of the cabins, but damage by insects, dust, 
dirt and aging called for restoration of the interior.   
 
 

 
Project Title: Assessment of the 
Lincoln Museum 
Organization in Charge: The 
Lincoln Museum, Inc. 
State Agency Sponsor: Kentucky 
Historical Society 

 
Grant supported a professional assessment of The Lincoln 
Museum to enhance the overall effectiveness of 
interpretations, exhibits, collections, and visitor services 
leading to the Lincoln Bicentennial observance in 2008-
2010 and years beyond. 
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Date of Project: 7/07 
Lincoln Project Number: 116 
Total Cost of Project: $10,000 
Commission Funding: $5,000 
 

 

 
Project Title: Conservation of 
Lincoln Documents 
Organization in Charge: 
Washington Co./City of Springfield 
State Agency Sponsor: Kentucky 
Historical Society 
Date of Project: 3/07-10/07 
Lincoln Project Number: 117 
Total Cost of Project: $9,950 
Commission Funding: $4,975 
 

 
Grant to Washington County to conserve, protect and 
display the marriage documents of Thomas Lincoln and 
Nancy Hanks.  These documents, including the minister’s 
return and the marriage bond signed by Thomas Lincoln 
and Richard Berry, are two of approximately a dozen other 
pertinent Lincoln family historical documents that are in 
dire need of proper preservation measures.   
 
 

 
Project Title: Central Kentucky 
Civil War Heritage Trail 
Promotional Brochure 
Organization in Charge: Battle of 
Richmond Assoc. 
State Agency Sponsor: Kentucky 
Historical Society 
Date of Project: 2007 
Lincoln Project Number: 118 
Total Cost of Project: $5,000 
Commission Funding: $2,500 

 
Grant funded the creation, publication, and distribution of a 
The Central Kentucky Civil War Heritage Trail brochure.  
The brochure highlighted programs that took place during 
the Lincoln Bicentennial.  
 

 
Project Title: Lincoln’s Kentucky 
– Roots, Trunk and Branches 
Organization in Charge: Forkland 
Community Center 
State Agency Sponsor: Kentucky 
Historical Society 
Date of Project: 2007 – 2008 
Lincoln Project Number: 119 
Total Cost of Project: $8,225 
Commission Funding: $2,350 
 

 
Grant supported creation a new Lincoln-heritage exhibit at 
the Forkland Community Center.  The exhibit focuses on 
Lincoln family ties, connections, and influence on the area 
(especially Lucey Shipley Hanks and her sisters).   
 

 
Project Title: Liberty on the 
Border: A Civil War Exhibit 
Organization in Charge: Frazier 
International History Museum 
State Agency Sponsor: Kentucky 
Historical Society 
Date of Project: 9/08-1/09 
Lincoln Project Number: 120 
Total Cost of Project: $23,000 
Commission Funding: $2,500 
 

 
Grant supported temporary exhibition of the travelling 
exhibit “Liberty on the Border: A Civil War Exhibit.” The 
exhibit examined the concept of ‘borders’ before, during 
and after the Civil War.  With thought provoking, ethical 
questions, original artifacts, audio-visual effects, hands-on 
interactives, replicas, music and dioramas, “Liberty on the 
Border” gave a historical look at the line drawn between 
Kentucky and Ohio during the 1800s, the challenges faced 
by President Lincoln as he strove to unify the nation, and 
the effects of these on the world today. 
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Project Title: Lincoln’s Other 
Mary 
Organization in Charge: Green 
County Historical Society 
State Agency Sponsor: Kentucky 
Historical Society 
Date of Project: 10/07-11/07 
Lincoln Project Number: 121 
Total Cost of Project: $900 
Commission Funding: $450 
 

 
Grant supported development of a historical play about 
young Abraham Lincoln’s relationship and marriage 
proposal to Mary Owens of Green County.  Also featured 
were Green County’s Mentor Graham (known as “the man 
who taught Lincoln”) and Billy Herndon (Lincoln’s future 
law partner, and biographer). 
 

 
Project Title: “Mr. Lincoln’s War: 
The Civil War in Eastern 
Kentucky” 
Organization in Charge: 
Highlands Museum and Discovery 
Center 
State Agency Sponsor: Kentucky 
Historical Society 
Date of Project: 2/08-12/09 
Lincoln Project Number: 122 
Total Cost of Project: $5,000 
Commission Funding: $2,500 
 
 
 

 
Grant funded “Mr. Lincoln’s War: The Civil War in 
Eastern Kentucky,” a 1500-square-foot exhibit chronicling 
the impact of Lincoln policies and the Civil War on the 
people of Eastern Kentucky.  It focuses on the logistics and 
data of the Civil War in Eastern Kentucky along with the 
war’s impact on the soldiers and the women of the region 
during the war. 
 

 
Project Title: Freedom at Camp 
Nelson 
Organization in Charge: 
Jessamine County Fiscal Court 
State Agency Sponsor: Kentucky 
Historical Society 
Date of Project: 3/07-7/07 
Lincoln Project Number: 123 
Total Cost of Project: $9,000 
Commission Funding: $2,500 
 

 
Grant supported construction of an exhibit with the theme: 
“Soldier Life and U.S. Colored Troop Recruitment and 
Training.”  This exhibit was added to the recently-
completed exhibits at Camp Nelson depicting a hospital, 
quartermaster and homemade shanty which housed families 
of the African-American soldiers. 
 
 

 
Project Title: Lincoln Kiosk at the 
Lincoln Birthplace 
Organization in Charge: Larue 
County Fiscal Court 
State Agency Sponsor: Kentucky 
Historical Society 
Date of Project: 3/07-9/07 
Lincoln Project Number: 124 
Total Cost of Project: $2,500 
Commission Funding: $1,250 
 

 
Grant supported development of a kiosk, which is housed at 
the Lincoln Birthplace providing visitors with interactive 
educational opportunities and an enhanced learning 
experience about the life and times of Abraham Lincoln.  
Additionally, the kiosk contains information concerning 
other Lincoln sites and attractions to increase visitor 
satisfaction. 
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Project Title: Kentucky Music and 
the Lincoln Family 
Organization in Charge: 
Lexington Philharmonic 
State Agency Sponsor: Kentucky 
Historical Society 
Date of Project: 3/07-2/10 
Lincoln Project Number: 125 
Total Cost of Project: $10,000 
Commission Funding: $2,500 

Grant supported the Lexington Philharmonic’s recreation of 
music composed and presented in Kentucky as it was 
during the lifetime of Lincoln and his family.  This multi-
year project also provided short educational performances 
at historical institutions, schools, community centers, and 
residents throughout the state in collaborations with the 
Lexington Vintage Dancers and Lexington Philharmonic 
ensemble musicians. (Additional project components were 
funded by the Kentucky Humanities Council and the 
Kentucky Arts Council) 
 

 
Project Title: Perryville 2007 
Commemoration Weekend Keynote 
Speech 
Organization in Charge: 
Perryville Battlefield Preservation 
Assoc. 
State Agency Sponsor: Kentucky 
Historical Society 
Date of Project: 4/07-10/07 
Lincoln Project Number: 126 
Total Cost of Project: $2,000 
Commission Funding: $1,000 
 

 
October 8, 2007, marked the 145th Anniversary of the 
Battle of Perryville, the largest military engagement ever 
fought in Kentucky.  The Perryville Battlefield State 
Historic Site and the Perryville Enhancement Project hosted 
a Commemoration Weekend, featuring speakers, battle 
demonstrations, tours, and living history.   
 

 
Project Title: The Presidents of 
Mount Rushmore: Leadership in 
Crisis 
Organization in Charge: Lincoln-
Hanks Wedding Celebration 
Committee & St. Catherine College 
State Agency Sponsor: Kentucky 
Historical Society 
Date of Project: 3/08 
Lincoln Project Number: 127  
Total Cost of Project: $3,200 
Commission Funding: $1,600 
 

 
Grant supports technical components for the living history 
program “The Presidents of Mount Rushmore: Leadership 
in Crisis” that took place in Springfield, KY.  The program 
consisted of presentations by the four Mount Rushmore 
presidents: George Washington, Thomas Jefferson, 
Abraham Lincoln and Theodore Roosevelt. 
 

 
Project Title: Forever Free 
Organization in Charge: 
University of Louisville Ekstrom 
Library 
State Agency Sponsor: Kentucky 
Historical Society 
Date of Project: 3/08 
Lincoln Project Number: 128 
Total Cost of Project: $5,946 
Commission Funding: $2,500 
 

 
James McPherson, famed historian and lecturer, spoke 
about Lincoln and military leadership at the Speed Art 
Museum in early 2008. His talk supplemented an exhibit at 
the library entitled “Forever Free: Abraham Lincoln’s 
Journey to Emancipation.”  

 
Project Title: Preserve America 

Grant supports an architectural/cultural resources survey in 
two of the Preserve America cities and counties with the 
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Rural Heritage Initiative Survey  
Organization in Charge: 
Kentucky Heritage Council, 
Preservation Kentucky and the 
National Trust for Historic 
Preservation 
State Agency Sponsor: Kentucky 
Heritage Council/State Historic 
Preservation Office 
Date of Project: 2006 – 2008 
Lincoln Project Number: 129 
Total Cost of Project: $130,000 
Commission Funding: $15,000 
 

least amount of historic resource survey and National 
Register listings and most potential for discovery of 
important historic sites.  These counties are rural Marion 
and Washington Counties.  Comprehensive survey was 
conducted in these counties in order to identify a basis for 
preservation planning measures, like National Register and 
local district listings, and to develop a regional heritage 
tourism program.  Information about architectural and 
cultural resources was entered into the state survey 
database, maintained by the Heritage Council and is 
available on the Kentucky RHDI website in a report.  
 

 
Project Title: Purchase of Joseph 
Holt House, Breckinridge County 
Organization in Charge: 
Breckinridge County Fiscal Court 
State Agency Sponsor: Kentucky 
Heritage Council 
Date of Project: 5/07 
Lincoln Project Number: 130 
Total Cost of Project: $108,000 
Commission Funding: $108,000   

 
In combination with another grant (project number 169), 
these funds were used for the acquisition of the Judge 
Joseph Holt House and approximately 25 acres in 
Breckinridge County.  Joseph Holt was appointed by 
Lincoln to serve as his Judge Advocate General and 
presided over the conspiracy hearings following Lincoln’s 
assassination.  He is also credited with influencing 
Kentucky’s decision to stay with the Union and not secede 
to join the Confederacy.  Holt’s significance to Lincoln’s 
presidency has not been fully recognized.   
 
 

 
Project Title: Rural Heritage 
Development Initiative (RHDI) 
Organization in Charge: 
Preservation Kentucky/KY 
Heritage Council 
State Agency Sponsor: Kentucky 
Heritage Council 
Date of Project: 2006 – 2010 
Lincoln Project Number: 131 
Total Cost of Project: $500,000 
Commission Funding: $22,500 
 

 
Funding supported development of heritage tourism 
resources in the RHDI region for the influx of visitors 
expected for the Bicentennial in 2008-10.  These resources 
included but were not limited to: National scenic byway 
designation for the Lincoln Trail, development of tourist 
maps and travel cd-roms for visitors, development of a 
guide book for the region, and other projects as developed 
by the RHDI steering committee, state and federal advisory 
committee, and partners.    
 
As a result of this grant, the National Scenic Byway 
designation was announced in fall of 2009.   
 

 
Project Title: Purchase of Past 
Perfect Museum Software 
Organization in Charge: The 
Lincoln Museum 
State Agency Sponsor: Kentucky 
Historical Society 
Date of Project: 5/07-8/07 
Lincoln Project Number: 132 
Total Cost of Project: $2,615 
Commission Funding: $1,000 

 
The Lincoln Museum purchased Past Perfect Museum 
software to enhance the cataloging and documentation of its 
collection.  The successful implementation of this software 
will aid preservation of the museum’s Lincoln and 
community history artifacts and help in securing new 
traveling exhibits and loans from private and public 
collectors.  The software will also help The Lincoln 
Museum better manage its membership and fundraising. 
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Project Title: Lincoln/Kentucky 
History/Civil War Teacher 
Workshops 
Organization in Charge: Western 
Kentucky Univ. 
State Agency Sponsor: Kentucky 
Humanities Council 
Date of Project: 5/07-12/08 
Lincoln Project Number: 133 
Total Cost of Project: $11,899 
Commission Funding: $4,859 
 

This grant funded two workshops for 4th and 5th grade 
teachers at the Kentucky Library and Museum and helped 
introduce the newly opened Lincoln/Kentucky 
History/Civil War exhibit.  These workshops provided 
teachers with lesson plans, resources, activities and 
inspiration for new and innovative ways of teaching 
Lincoln, Kentucky history and the Civil War within the 
classroom as part of the Abraham Lincoln bicentennial 
celebration.   
 

Project Title: Kentucky Repertory 
Theatre presents One Man’s 
Lincoln by Wade Hall 
Organization in Charge: 
Kentucky Repertory Theatre in 
Horse Cave 
State Agency Sponsor: Kentucky 
Humanities Council 
Date of Project: 5/07-12/09 
Lincoln Project Number: 134 
Total Cost of Project: $70,968 
Commission Funding: $38,000 
 

This grant funded production of One Man’s Lincoln: Billy 
Herndon (Honestly) Represents Abe, as part of the 
Kentucky celebration of the Abraham Lincoln bicentennial.  
One Man’s Lincoln: Billy Herndon (Honestly) Represents 
Abe by Wade Hall was performed at the Kentucky 
Repertory Theatre in Horse Cave and also toured to 
schools, colleges, universities, and performing arts centers 
throughout Kentucky.   

 
Project Title: Forever Free: 
Lincoln’s Journey to Emancipation  
Organization in Charge: 
Danville-Boyle Co. Public Library 
State Agency Sponsor: Kentucky 
Humanities Council, Inc. 
Date of Project: 5/07-2/09 
Lincoln Project Number: 135 
Total Cost of Project: $8,152 
Commission Funding:$4,000 
 

 
This grant was to support events at the Boyle County Public 
Library to coincide with the Forever Free: Lincoln’s 
Journey to Emancipation exhibit.  Final report is pending. 

 
Project Title: Kentucky Music and 
the Lincoln Family 
Organization in Charge: 
Lexington Philharmonic Society, 
Inc. 
State Agency Sponsor: Kentucky 
Humanities Council, Inc. 
Date of Project: 5/07-12/08 
Lincoln Project Number: 136 
Total Cost of Project: $33,708 
Commission Funding: $9,954 
 
 

 
This grant funded the creation of live performances of 
music that was composed and presented in Kentucky as it 
was during the lifetime of the Lincoln family.  These 
educational performances were made available to historical 
institutions, schools, and residents throughout the state in 
collaboration with the Vintage Dance Society and 
Lexington Philharmonic ensemble musicians.  This grant 
also funded presentations at Ashland: the Henry Clay 
Estate, White Hall Historic House, the Richmond 
Battlefield, and the Mary Todd Lincoln House. 
(Additional project components were funded by the 
Kentucky Arts Council and Kentucky Historical Society.) 

 
Project Title: Lincoln’s Legacy: A 

 
This grant funded a series of presentations at the Hardin 
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Musical Tribute 
Organization in Charge: Hardin 
Co. Schools Performing Arts 
Center 
State Agency Sponsor: Kentucky 
Humanities Council, Inc. 
Date of Project: 5/07-3/08 
Lincoln Project Number: 137 
Total Cost of Project: $55,478 
Commission Funding: $10,869 
 

County Schools Performing Arts Center about the music 
and times of Abraham Lincoln.  The program explored how 
Abraham Lincoln was influenced by music and how, in 
turn, American music was influenced by his presidency and 
included a presentation by the Lexington Philharmonic.   
 

 
Project Title:  Mary Todd Lincoln 
House Conservation Project 
Organization in Charge: 
Kentucky Mansions Preservation 
Foundation 
State Agency Sponsor: Kentucky 
Historical Society 
Date of Project: 7/07-12/07 
Lincoln Project Number: 138 
Total Cost of Project: $1,600 
Commission Funding: $800 
 

 
Grant supported the Mary Todd Lincoln House in acquiring 
archival document cases, archival file folders, artifact 
boxes, rare book boxes, cartes de visite boxes, melinex 
sleeves, textile boxes and tissue paper for storage of 
documents and artifacts in our collection that are not on 
permanent display.  Planned acquisitions also included 
cotton gloves, UV filters for fluorescent light bulbs in a 
third floor display case, and a small hand-held Data Vac 
vacuum cleaner. 
 

 
Project Title:  Camp Nelson 
Monument design 
Organization in Charge: 
Jessamine County Fiscal Court 
State Agency Sponsor: Kentucky 
Historical Society 
Date of Project: 6/30/07-3/30/08 
Lincoln Project Number: 139 
Total Cost of Project: $14,000 
Commission Funding: $5,000 
 

 
Grant supported design and prototype of a monument 
commemorating the struggles of freedom for African 
American refugees. The Jessamine County Fiscal Court, in 
partnership with the Camp Nelson Restoration & 
Preservation Foundation, worked with a state-recognized 
sculptor, Bobby Scroggins of Scroggins Custom Creations, 
in the assessment and design leading to a prototype for a 
monument. 
 
 

 
Project Title:  “Strike up the Band: 
Lincoln Comes Home” 
Organization in Charge: Centre 
College 
State Agency Sponsor: Kentucky 
Historical Society 
Date of Project: 6/07-6/08 
Lincoln Project Number: 140 
Total Cost of Project: $5,000 
Commission Funding: $2,500 
 

 
Grant supported the Centre College Fine Arts in creating a 
play about Abraham Lincoln and his lifelong friend and law 
partner John Todd Stuart, who was a graduate of Centre.  
The play was performed at Danville’s popular Great 
American Brass Band Festival in 2008.  
 

 
Project Title:  “Songs of Freedom: 
A Symbolic, Lyrical Journey on the 
Underground Railroad” 
Organization in Charge: Hardin 

 
Grant supported creation of a musical play produced by the 
choir of the First Baptist Church of Elizabethtown- the first 
African-American church in the county of the Lincoln’s 
birth.  During Lincoln’s life, Negro Spirituals were often 
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County History Museum 
State Agency Sponsor: Kentucky 
Historical Society 
Date of Project: 12/07-4/08 
Lincoln Project Number: 141 
Total Cost of Project: $8,560 
Commission Funding: $2,500 
 

more than an expression of religious faith.  They contained 
a secret coded message detailing escape to freedom via the 
Underground Railroad.  The play brought this important 
history to life and recounted the many hardships and 
dangers of the Underground Railroad.  
 
 

 
Project Title:  “Lincoln’s Legacy: 
A Musical Tribute featuring 
Abraham Lincoln” 
Organization in Charge: Hardin 
Co. Schools Performing Arts 
Center 
State Agency Sponsor: Kentucky 
Historical Society 
Date of Project: 2/11/08-2/13/08 
Lincoln Project Number: 142 
Total Cost of Project: $9,578 
Commission Funding: $2,500 
 

 
Grant supported production of a play by the Hardin County 
School Performing Arts Center titled “Lincoln’s Legacy: A 
Musical Tribute.”  Performed in February, 2008, the play 
featured a nationally renowned Lincoln portrayer and 
historian, who performed excerpts from Lincoln speeches 
and letters as well as narration during the Lexington 
Philharmonic performance of American composer Aaron 
Copland’s piece, Lincoln Portrait.   
 

 
Project Title: Lincoln’s Kentucky 
Organization in Charge: The 
Filson Historical Society  
State Agency Sponsor: Kentucky 
Historical Society 
Date of Project: 7/1/07– 12/15/07 
Lincoln Project Number: 143 
Total Cost of Project: $5,000 
Commission Funding: $2,500 

 
Funds supported an online educational resource about 
Lincoln and his ties to Louisville and Kentucky. The 
resource is located on the Filson Historical Society.  It is 
designed to help increase public appreciation and 
awareness of Kentucky and Lincoln’s relationship with 
Kentucky during his lifetime.  The site can be seen at 
http://www.filsonhistorical.org/collections-and-
exhibits/research-tools/lincoln%27s-kentucky.aspx.  
 

 
Project Title:  The Morgan 
Mystique 
Organization in Charge: Blue 
Grass Trust for Historic 
Preservation 
State Agency Sponsor: Kentucky 
Historical Society 
Date of Project: 2/1/07-7/30/07 
Lincoln Project Number: 144 
Total Cost of Project: $6,945.76 
Commission Funding: $2,500 
 

 
Grant supported the reopening of one of the rooms in the 
Alexander T. Hunt Civil War Museum located in the Hunt-
Morgan House.  The focus of the room is John Hunt 
Morgan and his involvement in the Civil War.  The Hunt-
Morgan House is one of two significant properties that are 
owned and continuously operated by the Blue Grass Trust. 
 

 
Project Title:  Interpreting Slavery 
at Kentucky Historic Sites 
Organization in Charge: Liberty 
Hall Historic Site 
State Agency Sponsor: Kentucky 
Historical Society 
Date of Project: 8/13-8/14/07 

 
Funds supported a day and a half workshop for local 
museum educators, guides, and docents to providing factual 
information and research techniques about slavery.  
Workshop also included an interpreter training session that 
will teach guides how to talk about slavery to the public.  
(Project was also supported with a grant from the Kentucky 
Humanities Council.) 

http://www.filsonhistorical.org/collections-and-exhibits/research-tools/lincoln%27s-kentucky.aspx�
http://www.filsonhistorical.org/collections-and-exhibits/research-tools/lincoln%27s-kentucky.aspx�
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Lincoln Project Number: 145 
Total Cost of Project: $2,500 
Commission Funding: $2,500 
 

 
 

 
Project Title:  Lincoln in Northern 
Kentucky 
Organization in Charge: 
Behringer-Crawford Museum 
State Agency Sponsor: Kentucky 
Historical Society 
Date of Project: 2008-09 
Lincoln Project Number: 146 
Total Cost of Project: $5,000 
Commission Funding: $2,500 
 

 
Grant supported programming to explore Lincoln’s 
influence on Northern Kentucky.  Specific areas of 
exploration included the 1860 election, where Lincoln 
received very little support, his wartime powers, including 
the Emancipation Proclamation, and the news of his death.  
Using newspapers, journals, and archival sources, as well 
as artifacts, the museum displayed its findings. 
 
 

 
Project Title:  Exhibit of Quilts: 
“Log Cabins and Lincoln” 
Organization in Charge: Museum 
of the American Quilter’s Society 
State Agency Sponsor: Kentucky 
Historical Society 
Date of Project: 6/07-4/08 
Lincoln Project Number: 147 
Total Cost of Project: $5,000 
Commission Funding: $2,500 

 
Funds supported the Museum of the American Quilter’s 
Society new exhibit of quilts in Log Cabin, Lincoln 
Platform, and related patterns featuring interpretive panels 
demonstrating the influence of politics on quilting and quilt 
patterns in the mid-19th century.  These interpretive panels 
illuminated the relationship between the quilts and the 
Abraham Lincoln Bicentennial 
 
 

 
Project Title:  Lincoln Presidency 
in Pictures 
Organization in Charge: Portland 
Museum, Inc. 
State Agency Sponsor: Kentucky 
Historical Society 
Date of Project: 9/07-6/08 
Lincoln Project Number: 148 
Total Cost of Project: $8,044.80 
Commission Funding: $2,500 

 
The Portland Museum created a special exhibition of 
approximately 75 engravings that depict the major events in 
the Lincoln presidency, from the Republican Convention in 
Chicago (May 1860) to the hanging of Lincoln’s assassins 
(July 1865).  All the images, original engravings published 
in Frank Leslie’s Illustrated Newspaper and Harper’s 
Weekly, are from a private collection and have not been 
previously displayed in Kentucky.  Concurrent with exhibit, 
the Museum held public programs that including an 
opening reception, a scholarly round-table discussion, and 
educational programs for school children. 
 

 
Project Title:  Four Lincoln 
Counties: “The Many Faces of 
Lincoln – Lincoln Days Art Show 
& Collection” 
Organization in Charge: The 
Lincoln Museum, Inc. 
State Agency Sponsor: Kentucky 
Historical Society 
Date of Project: 5/07-10/07 
Lincoln Project Number: 149 
Total Cost of Project: $4,000 
Commission Funding: $2,000 

 
Grant supported and enhanced the Lincoln Days Art Show- 
an annual event dating to the 1970’s.  Funds helped 
increase participation in the Lincoln Art show and provide 
greater interpretation of the collection of original works that 
are on exhibit at The Lincoln Museum. 
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Project Title:  Four Lincoln 
Counties: Where It All Began 
Phase I 
Organization in Charge: The 
Lincoln Museum, Inc. 
State Agency Sponsor: The 
Kentucky Historical Society 
Date of Project: 4/06-7/08 
Lincoln Project Number:  150 
Total Cost of Project: $5,000 
Commission Funding: $2,500 
 

 
Funds supported design and development of a brochure to 
promote Lincoln’s connections to LaRue, Washington, 
Hardin, and Nelson county attractions and inform.  The 
brochure had wide circulation and helped enhance tourism 
in the participating counties.   
 

 
Project Title:  Four Lincoln 
Counties: Where It All Began 
Phase II 
Organization in Charge: The 
Lincoln Museum, Inc. 
State Agency Sponsor: The 
Kentucky Historical Society 
Date of Project: 4/06-7/08 
Lincoln Project Number: 151 
Total Cost of Project: $5,000 
Commission Funding: $2,500 
 

 
Funds supported printing of the “Where It All Began” 
brochure, which was designed to promote Lincoln’s 
connections to LaRue, Washington, Hardin, and Nelson 
county attractions and inform.  The brochure had wide 
circulation and helped enhance tourism in the participating 
counties.   
 
 

 
Project Title:  Lincoln 
Bicentennial Ambassadors Program 
Organization in Charge: The 
Lincoln Museum, Inc. 
State Agency Sponsor: The 
Kentucky Historical Society 
Date of Project: 4/07-4/08  
Lincoln Project Number: 152 
Total Cost of Project: $3,800 
Commission Funding: $1,700 
 

 
Grant supported Hodgenville’s Lincoln Bicentennial 
Ambassadors Program.  The program identified and 
provided training for approximately 50-100 individuals 
from LaRue County and the surrounding area who served 
as volunteers to assist in various capacities during the 
Lincoln Bicentennial 2008-2010 

 
Project Title:  History on the 
Move: Abraham Lincoln and 
African Americans 
Organization in Charge: Historic 
Homes Foundation 
State Agency Sponsor: The 
Kentucky Historical Society 
Date of Project: 6/20/07 
Lincoln Project Number: 153 
Total Cost of Project: $2,000 
Commission Funding: $1,000 
 

 
Grant supported teacher professional development hosted 
by the Kentuckiana Heritage Consortium.  Teachers took 
field trips to Kentucky historic sites with ties to Abraham 
Lincoln and African American history in Kentucky and 
brought their acquired knowledge back to the classroom.   
 
 
 

 
Project Title: A Path to Freedom: 

 
Funds supported the Bluegrass Heritage Museum in 
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The Emancipation of Peter Bruner 
Organization in Charge: 
Bluegrass Heritage Museum 
State Agency Sponsor: Kentucky 
Historical Society 
Date of Project: Fall, 2007 – 
Spring, 2008 
Lincoln Project Number: 154 
Total Cost of Project: $5,000 
Commission Funding: $2,500 

creating an exhibit detailing the life of Peter Bruner and the 
importance of African American soldiers during the Civil 
War.  Bruner was a slave living in Clark County during the 
Civil War, who escaped his master in hopes of reaching 
Camp Nelson and joining the Union forces.   
 

 
Project Title: Service for Freedom: 
Kentucky African-Americans in the 
Civil War 
Organization in Charge: Patton 
Museum Foundation 
State Agency Sponsor: Kentucky 
Historical Society 
Date of Project: 4/07 – 6/08  
Lincoln Project Number: 155 
Total Cost of Project: $11,000 
Commission Funding: $2,500 
 
  

 
Grant supported development of an online exhibit that 
explored the role of Kentucky African-American Civil War 
soldiers and the impact of the Emancipation Proclamation 
in Kentucky.  The Emancipation Proclamation changed the 
composition of the US Army permanently and had long-
term repercussions for the overall civil rights of African-
Americans in the United States.  Lincoln’s role, his 
relationship with Kentucky and the difficulties of moving 
towards the Emancipation Proclamation was emphasized.  
 

 
Project Title: Interpreting Slavery 
at Kentucky Historic Sites 
Organization in Charge: Liberty 
Hall Historic Site 
State Agency Sponsor: Kentucky 
Humanities Council, Inc. 
Date of Project: 8/13-8/14/07 
Lincoln Project Number: 156 
Total Cost of Project: $7,208 
Commission Funding: $1,200 
 

 
Funds supported a day and a half workshop for local 
museum educators, guides, and docents to providing factual 
information and research techniques about slavery.  
Workshop also included an interpreter training session that 
will teach guides how to talk about slavery to the public.  
(Project was also supported with a grant from the Kentucky 
Historical Society.) 
 

 
Project Title: Lincoln Collage 
Organization in Charge: Artist 
Kathleen O’Brien 
State Agency Sponsor: Kentucky 
Arts Council 
Lincoln Project Number: 157 
Total Cost of Project: $2,809 
Commission Funding:  $1,000 

 
Grant supported development of a 12 x 18” (16 x 20” 
matted) giclee print, a 6 x 8.5” postcard and a four greeting 
card set that follows the theme of “I, too, am a 
Kentuckian”.  The print was a reproduction of elements 
drawn, painted and collaged together.  Hand drawn portraits 
of Lincoln, Hanks and Todd family members and friends 
were of the collage, as well as a map of areas central to the 
Lincoln family.   

 
Lincoln Project Number 158 was 
not funded 

 
  

 
Project Title: “Kentucky Music 
and the Lincoln Family” 
Organization in Charge: 
Lexington Philharmonic Society, 

 
A 45 minute reenactment of an early 19th century musicale 
that will provide an opportunity to experience the music 
and dance that Lincoln and his family enjoyed.  This event 
will include parlor music, minstrel songs, sacred music and 
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Inc. 
State Agency Sponsor: Kentucky 
Arts Council 
Date of Project:  
Lincoln Project Number: 159 
Total Cost of Project: $20,500 
Commission Funding: $7,500 
 

catchy ditties of the early 1800’s.  The audience will not 
only watch the party unfold, but will also participate with 
sing-a-longs, clapping and interactions with the singers and 
dancers (provided by the Lexington Vintage Dance 
Society).  (Additional project components were funded by 
the Kentucky Humanities Council and the Kentucky 
Historical Society.) 
 
 

 
Project Title: Lincoln’s Legacy 
Through Music 
Organization in Charge: 
Louisville Orchestra, Inc. 
State Agency Sponsor: Kentucky 
Arts Council 
Date of Project: 2/11/08 
Lincoln Project Number: 160 
Total Cost of Project: $231,120 
Commission Funding: $5,000 
 
 

 
Grant supported the Louisville Orchestra in commissioning 
a new piece for the Lincoln Bicentennial from American 
composer Peter Schickele to be debuted at the U.S. Lincoln 
Bicentennial opening celebration in Louisville on February 
11, 2008.  These funds were used to pay a copyist who 
must be hired to write out individual parts from the full 
orchestral score. 

 
Project Title: Phase One: Lincoln 
Opera Project “River of Time” 
Organization in Charge: 
Lexington Opera Society 
State Agency Sponsor: Kentucky 
Arts Council 
Lincoln Project Number: 161 
Total Cost of Project: $32,250 
Commission Funding: $7,500 
 

 
Grant supported the Lexington Opera Society in creating a 
new operatic performance.  Phase one of the project 
featured two opera workshops designed to show a work in 
progress and provide a structure for audience response.  
This was accomplished through events at two non-theatrical 
venues in spaces that will promote a conversation between 
artists and audience members.   
 

 
Project Title: Knob Creek Boy 
Statue 
Organization in Charge: Hardin 
Co. History Museum 
State Agency Sponsor: Kentucky 
Arts Council 
Lincoln Project Number: 162 
Total Cost of Project: $11,015 
Commission Funding: $5,507.50 
 

 
Funds supported the Hardin Co. History Museum in 
creating full-size sculpture of Lincoln at age 6-7.  This 
figure was placed inside the museum to give visitors a view 
of Lincoln as a child to help them understand more about 
Lincoln’s life when he lived in Kentucky.  A company 
called Life Formations in Bowling Green, Ohio utilized a 
computer regression model of Lincoln to create the 
sculpture. 
 
 

 
Project Title: “Lincoln’s Legacy: 
A Musical Tribute” 
Organization in Charge: Greater 
Hazard Area Arts Council 
State Agency Sponsor: Kentucky 
Arts Council 
Date of Project: 2/15/08 
Lincoln Project Number: 163 

 
Grant supported a concert in Hazard, KY, by the Lexington 
Philharmonic to be held on February 15, 2008.  The 
orchestra performed Civil War era pieces as well as works 
inspired by Lincoln.  The centerpiece of the concert was 
American composer Aaron Copland’s Lincoln Portrait that 
will include narration by nationally renowned Lincoln 
portrayer and historian, Jim Getty of Gettysburg, PA.   
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Total Cost of Project:$30,453 
Commission Funding: $7,500 
 
 
 
Project Title: Ashland Lincoln 
Bicentennial Projects 
Organization in Charge: Ashland: 
The Henry Clay Estate 
State Agency Sponsor: Kentucky 
Abraham Lincoln Bicentennial 
Commission, administered by the 
Kentucky Historical Society 
Date of Project: 2008-2010 
Lincoln Project Number: 164 
Total Cost of Project: $25,000 
Commission Funding: $25,000 
 
 

 
Grant funded a second printing of the Lincoln and Henry 
Clay book first published by Ashland in 1952: “The 
Influence of Henry Clay upon Abraham Lincoln;” 
Matching funds went to purchase and conserve a historic 
document appointing Henry Clay’s son, Thomas Hart, as 
Ambassador to Nicaragua by Abraham Lincoln.  Grant also 
supported travel expenses related to changing Lincoln 
exhibits at Ashland and display equipment for new Lincoln 
artifacts. 

 
Project Title: Lincoln Museum 
signage, Hodgenville 
Organization in Charge: The 
Lincoln Museum 
State Agency Sponsor: Kentucky 
Heritage Council 
Date of Project: Completed by 
December, 2007 
Lincoln Project Number: 165 
Total Cost of Project: $6,000 
Commission Funding: $4,800 

 
Funds were used to design and install three new 4x8 
highway signs advertising the Lincoln Museum in 
Hodgenville to replace the current signs which have been in 
place more than 15 years. 

 
Project Title: Lincoln’s Home 
Organization in Charge: 
Marianne Brown Mize 
State Agency Sponsor:  Kentucky 
Arts Council 
Lincoln Project Number: 166 
Total Cost of Project: $1,305 
Commission Funding: $650 

 
Artist Marianne Brown Mize developed a replica of 
Lincoln’s birthplace using clay press molds made from an 
original prototype. The roof line was cut to create a box; it 
was painted with stains and fired. The finished product was 
5”w x 4”d x 4 ½” t.   

 
Project Title: Washington County 
– Lincoln Ancestral Museum 
Organization in Charge: 
Washington County Fiscal Court 
State Agency Sponsor: Kentucky 
Heritage Council 
Date of Project: 6/07 – 12/07 
Lincoln Project Number: 167 
Total Cost of Project: $150,000 
Commission Funding: $75,000 
 
 

 
These funds were used to repair and restore elements of the 
historic Washington County Courthouse, which will 
contain a museum exhibit highlighting Springfield’s 
connections to Abraham Lincoln. 
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Project Title: Lincoln Teaching 
Kits 
Organization in Charge: 
Kentucky Library and Museum, 
Western Kentucky University 
State Agency Sponsor:  Kentucky 
Humanities Council, Inc. 
Date of Project: 8/1/07-6/30/08 
Lincoln Project Number: 168 
Total Cost of Project: $1,973 
Commission Funding: $574 
 

 
Grant supported the Kentucky Library and Museum at 
Western Kentucky University to prepare Lincoln teaching 
kits for 4th and 5th grade teachers to use in lesson plans 
about Abraham Lincoln as a child in Kentucky.  The kits 
included an outfit of Lincoln’s time period, some books 
Lincoln might have read, sample documents, and campaign 
posters.   
 

 
Project Title: Stabilization of 
Joseph Holt House 
Organization in Charge: 
Breckinridge County Fiscal Court 
State Agency Sponsor: Kentucky 
Heritage Council 
Date of Project: Within four 
months of the acquisition of the 
property 
Lincoln Project Number: 169 
Total Cost of Project: $158,000 
Commission Funding: $50,000 
 

 
In combination with another grant (project number 130), 
these funds were used for the acquisition of the Judge 
Joseph Holt House and approximately 25 acres in 
Breckinridge County.  Due to an increase in the assessed 
price the house and property, stabilization funds were 
utilized to purchase the house by the Breckenridge County 
community.  (See project number 280.) 
Joseph Holt was appointed by Lincoln to serve as his Judge 
Advocate General and presided over the conspiracy 
hearings following Lincoln’s assassination.  He is also 
credited with influencing Kentucky’s decision to stay with 
the Union and not secede to join the Confederacy.   

 
Project Title: Camp Nelson 
Bicentennial Projects 
Organization in Charge: 
Jessamine Co. Fiscal Court 
State Agency Sponsor: Kentucky 
Abraham Lincoln Bicentennial 
Commission, administered by the 
Kentucky Historical Society 
Date of Project: 2008-2010 
Lincoln Project Number: 170 
Total Cost of Project: $25,000 
Commission Funding: $25,000 
 
 

 
Grant supported interpretation, furnishings, and a 
genealogical library inside a replica barracks at Camp 
Nelson, which was completed June 2008.  
 

 
Project Title: Lincoln Museum 
Bicentennial Projects 
Organization in Charge: Lincoln 
Museum: Hodgenville 
State Agency Sponsor: Kentucky 
Abraham Lincoln Bicentennial 
Commission, administered by the 
Kentucky Historical Society 
Date of Project: 2008-2010 
Lincoln Project Number: 171 

 
Grant supported additional staffing to meet anticipated 
increases in visitor attendance, public programs, and 
interests associated with the Lincoln Bicentennial.   
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Total Cost of Project: $25,000 
Commission Funding: $25,000 
 
 
Project Title: Billy Herndon 
(Accurately) Represents Abraham 
Lincoln 
Organization in Charge: Ky. 
Dept. of Parks 
State Agency Sponsor: Kentucky 
Humanities Council, Inc. 
Date of Project: 12/1/07 – 3/31/08 
Lincoln Project Number: 172 
Total Cost of Project: $4,000 
Commission Funding: $2,000 
 

 
This grant funded a presentation of the Kentucky Repertory 
Theatre’s touring show “One Man’s Lincoln: Billy 
Herndon (Honestly) Represents Abe” by Wade Hall at Old 
Fort Harrod State Park in Harrodsburg. The presentation 
will took place on March 7, 2008.  

 
Project Title: Lincoln’s Legacy: A 
Test of Endurance 
Organization in Charge: Big 
Sandy Community and Technical 
College Prestonsburg Campus 
State Agency Sponsor: Kentucky 
Humanities Council, Inc. 
Date of Project: 12/1/07 – 
12/31/09 
Lincoln Project Number: 173 
Total Cost of Project: $10,506 
Commission Funding: $4,625 
 

 
This grant funded a series of performances and 
presentations that celebrated the life and times of Abraham 
Lincoln. The series theme highlighted Kentucky’s political 
and social climate during Lincoln’s tenure in office. By 
recognizing Abraham Lincoln as a Kentuckian, the 
audience gained a renewed appreciation and sense of pride 
for the role he played in the political and social scene as 
well as the long-lasting impact he had on the nation. The 
presentations will also focus on Lincoln’s formative years 
and his life as a whole. The project will involve faculty, 
staff, students and community members in celebrating 
Lincoln’s life and legacy. 

 
Project Title: Echoes of Lincoln’s 
Footsteps: The Underground 
Railroad in Northeast Kentucky and 
How It Helped Change America 
Organization in Charge: Ashland 
Community and Technical College 
State Agency Sponsor: Kentucky 
Humanities Council, Inc. 
Date of Project: 12/1/07 – 6/30/09 
Lincoln Project Number: 174 
Total Cost of Project: $17,900 
Commission Funding: $8,900 
 

 
This grant funded a project about the Underground Railroad 
during 2009, the centennial year of Abraham Lincoln’s 
birth, as a way to highlight this president’s contributions to 
the United States in helping them form as they are today. 
The centerpiece of Ashland Community & Technical 
College’s project was be a bus tour of significant 
Underground Railroad sites in northeastern Kentucky and 
along the Ohio River with narration and interpretation 
provided by ACTC history professor and scholar, Ernie 
Tucker. The tour was tied in with a series of lectures, art 
exhibits, interpretive plays and classroom activities 
illuminated Lincoln the man and how he came to so 
strongly hold the viewpoints he did. 

 
Project Title: The Great American 
Brass band History Conference: 
Abraham Lincoln and American 
band Music 
Organization in Charge: Great 
American Brass Band Festival 
Steering Committee 
State Agency Sponsor: Kentucky 

 
The Great American Brass Band Festival Steering 
Committee presented a history conference that ran in 
conjunction with the Great American Brass Band Festival 
in Danville. The day-long conference consisted of five 
workshops and three musical performances, including a 
reenactment of a concert President and Mrs. Lincoln 
attended. The conference was held on the historic Centre 
College campus. 
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Humanities Council, Inc. 
Date of Project: 12/1/07 – 7/31/08 
Lincoln Project Number: 175 
Total Cost of Project: $42,932 
Commission Funding: $5,059 
 
 
Project Title: Kentucky Music and 
the Lincoln Family – Year Two and 
Expansion 
Organization in Charge: 
Lexington Philharmonic Society, 
Inc. 
State Agency Sponsor: Kentucky 
Humanities Council, Inc. 
Date of Project: 12/1/07 – 3/31/08 
Lincoln Project Number: 176 
Total Cost of Project: $40,921 
Commission Funding: $18,946 
 

 
This grant supported the continuation of live performances 
of music that was composed and presented in Kentucky as 
it was during the lifetime of the Lincoln family as well as 
music inspired by the life of Abraham Lincoln. This grant 
funded delivery and rehearsal costs for seven presentations 
at Rousseau Elementary School in Breathitt Co., Clay City 
Elementary School in Powell Co., two schools in the 
Greater Hazard area, Hazard Community & Technical 
College, the School for the Creative and Performing Arts 
and the Singletary Center in Lexington. (Additional project 
components were funded by a grant from the Kentucky 
Arts Council.) 

 
Project Title: Songs of Freedom-A 
Symbolic, Lyrical Journey on the 
Underground Railroad 
Organization in Charge:  First 
Baptist Church, Elizabethtown 
State Agency Sponsor: Kentucky 
Humanities Council 
Date of Project: 12/1/07 – 2/28/08  
Lincoln Project Number: 177 
Total Cost of Project: $11,875 
Commission Funding: $3,000 
 

 
This grant funded a program at First Baptist Church of 
Elizabethtown on Negro Spirituals.  During the lifetime of 
Abraham Lincoln, these spirituals were an expression of 
religious faith and often contained a secret coded message 
detailing escape to freedom via the Underground Railroad.  
The choir at First Baptist Church of Elizabethtown, the first 
black church in the county of the Great Emancipator's birth, 
presents this historic and emotionally packed performance 
of coded communication on the path to freedom at a time 
when oppressed blacks were forbidden to read, write, or 
assemble.  The grant was used to assemble period costumes 
and a backdrop for the performance. 
 

 
Project Title: River of Time: 
Abraham Lincoln, the Formative 
Years by the UK Opera Theatre 
Organization in Charge: 
Lexington Opera Society 
State Agency Sponsor: Kentucky 
Humanities Council 
Date of Project: 12/1/07 – 3/31/09 
Lincoln Project Number: 178 
Total Cost of Project:  $242,250 
Commission Funding: $17,000 
 

 
This grant funded a three-part project with the theme, River 
of Time, an original opera about the life of Abraham 
Lincoln and the major influences of his life.  The opera 
itself focuses on Lincoln as a young man in Illinois, 
midway between his boyhood days in Kentucky and his 
emergence as an important Whig politician and state 
legislator in Illinois.  While the fully-staged opera, 
presented in the Lexington Opera House in February 2009, 
is the centerpiece of the River of Time project, a children's 
version of the opera was also developed: The Seven Gifts, 
which focused on the influences of Lincoln’s early life in 
Kentucky and the character traits that developed as a result 
of the values he was taught as a child.  Both operas were 
presented for public viewing and comment prior to their 
completion, and a set of lecture/presentations on the 
evolution of Lincoln's thinking on slavery and his wartime 
relationships with Frederick Douglass and Sojourner Truth 
occurred prior to the opening of the operas. 
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Project Title: Re-Interpretation of 
Farmington Historic Home and 
Plantation 
Organization in Charge: Historic 
Homes Foundation dba Farmington 
Historic Home 
State Agency Sponsor: Kentucky 
Humanities Council 
Date of Project: 12/1/07 – 7/31/08 
Lincoln Project Number: 179 
Total Cost of Project: $20,000 
Commission Funding: $10,000 
 
 
 
 

 
This grant funded a re-interpretation of the tour and overall 
site experience at Farmington Historic Home in Louisville.  
To insure accuracy from the 1841 period, when Lincoln 
visited Farmington for three weeks and to fully engage all 
visitors in the entire plantation experience, Farmington re-
focused its tour to include humanities themes including 
slave life, plantation agriculture, women's roles, education, 
politics, religion and music, and all the outbuildings, 
archaeological sites and grounds of the plantation as 
Lincoln experienced in 1841.  To accomplish these goals, 
Farmington added text for way-finding and interpretive 
signs throughout the property and rewrote and restructured 
the current tour with the focus on the interdependency 
between the Speed family and the labors of the enslaved 
African-Americans, and incorporated the pivotal 
experiences of Lincoln at Farmington that shaped his 
future, Kentucky's and the Nation's. 
 

 
Project Title: The Civil War, 
Communicating History through 
Music 
Organization in Charge:  Stephen 
Foster Drama Assoc. 
State Agency Sponsor: Kentucky 
Humanities Council 
Date of Project: 12/1/07 – 8/31/08 
Lincoln Project Number: 180 
Total Cost of Project: $47,500 
Commission Funding: $10,000 
 

 
This grant funded the production of “The Civil War,” a 
former Broadway production, at the J. Dan Talbott 
Amphitheatre in Bardstown from Aug. 18-22, 2008 as part 
of Kentucky's celebration of the Lincoln Bicentennial.  The 
Civil War, through word, music and song, gives an intimate 
account of a great and terrible error of U. S. history.  
Historic characters, such as Abraham Lincoln, Frederick 
Douglass and Sojourner Truth are part of the twenty-five 
member cast.  The script is a combination of Walt 
Whitman's poetry, letters sent by soldiers and military 
leaders during the Civil War and diaries from those 
involved in the War.  This play/musical/docudrama is an 
outstanding example of a too large subject made to fit into a 
mode that seems to be wholly inappropriate- a musical! 
Yet, in its mere subject matter, the "play" makes more a 
forceful point through art than it ever could through dry, 
historical dissection. 
 

 
Project Title: Lincoln and His 
Wife’s Hometown 
Organization in Charge: 
Lexington History Museum 
State Agency Sponsor: Kentucky 
Humanities Council 
Date of Project: 12/1/08 – 3/31/08 
Lincoln Project Number: 181 
Total Cost of Project: $2,400 
Commission Funding: $1,200 

 
This grant funded an exhibit on Abraham Lincoln's four 
visits to Lexington based on research by William H. 
Townsend. The exhibit was at the Lexington History 
Museum from Feb. 12, 2008 - Feb. 12, 2010.  The grant 
covered exhibit expenses (lumber, paint, adhesive), 
graphics, and an exhibit brochure. 
 
 

 
Project Title: Marketing of 
Kentucky Forever Free Exhibitions 

 
This grant provided support for local marketing of the 
Forever Free exhibit in Kentucky, which traveled to five 
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Organizations in Charge: 
Ekstrom Library, Hardin County 
Library, Lexington Public Library, 
Boyle County Public Library 
State Agency Sponsor: Kentucky 
Historical Society 
Date of Project: 12/13/07 – 
1/23/09 
Lincoln Project Number: 182 
Total Cost of Project: $3,500 
Commission Funding: $3,500 
 

libraries from Dec., 2007, through Jan, 2009.  A total of 
$5,000 was distributed to libraries in the amounts listed 
below.  Appropriations were based on community 
populations.   
 
$1,000– Ekstrom Library, University of Louisville, 
February 21- April 4, 2008 
$500– Hardin County Public Library, Elizabethtown, June 
12 – July 25, 2008 
$1,500– Lexington Public Library, Lexington, August 8 - 
September 19, 2008 
$500– Boyle County Public Library, Danville, November 
27, 2008 – January 23, 2009  
 
 

 
Project Title: Farmington 
Entryway Improvement 
Organization in Charge: 
Farmington Historic Plantation 
State Agency Sponsor: Kentucky 
Historical Society 
Date of Project: 1/15/08 – 3/15/08 
Lincoln Project Number: 183 
Total Cost of Project: $10,000 
Commission Funding: $10,000 
 

 
To complete Farmington’s Bardstown Road entrance 
renovation by the February 2008 national kick-off in 
Louisville, this funding was allocated for a new front sign 
for Farmington, complete with new branding and graphics.  
This funding was also used for grading, seeding, 
stonework, installation of historic markers, or landscaping, 
in order to draw more visitors into Farmington and to brand 
the site as a stop on the Lincoln Heritage Trail.   
 

 
Project Title: Abraham Lincoln’s 
Law Career, a Symposium 
sponsored by the Northern 
Kentucky Law Review 
Organization in Charge: Northern 
Kentucky University, Chase 
College of Law 
State Agency Sponsor: Kentucky 
Historical Society 
Date of Project: 10/08 
Lincoln Project Number: 184 
Total Cost of Project: $17,900 
Commission Funding: $5,000 
 

 
The symposium took place in October 2008 with 
nationally-recognized experts.  Among the subjects were 
Lincoln’s Kentucky law clients.  The symposium will be 
published in the Law Review. 
 
 

 
Project Title: Lincoln’s Lasting 
Legacy in Kentucky: An 
Educational Exploration 
Organization in Charge: 
Somerset Community College. 
State Agency Sponsor: Kentucky 
Historical Society 
Date of Project: 1/1/08 – 12/31/08 
Lincoln Project Number: 185 
Total Cost of Project: $8,300 

 
Over the course of the spring 2008 and fall 2008 semesters, 
Somerset Community College sponsored a variety of 
activities on campus and sites that highlight the lasting 
legacy that Lincoln has had on our state and the nation.  
Some of the activities included: “The Lincoln-Douglas 
Debate” (with re-enactors), guest speakers, heritage 
lectures, writing and speaking competitions, debates on 
issues of Lincoln’s time and how they relate to the current 
state of the world, educational displays and articles in the 
student newspaper about Lincoln’s impact on Kentucky.   
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Commission Funding: $2,500 
 
 
Project Title: Lincoln’s Wartime 
Stand on Political Opposition 
Organization in Charge: Thomas 
More College 
State Agency Sponsor: Kentucky 
Historical Society 
Date of Project: 3/10/08 
Lincoln Project Number: 186 
Total Cost of Project: $1,258 
Commission Funding: $629 
 

 
Thomas More College brought Dr. Mark Neely, professor 
of history at Pennsylvania State University and author of 
several books on Lincoln, to campus on March 10, 2008 for 
a free public presentation. 
This program was rescheduled for August 22, 2008. 
 

 
Project Title: One Man’s Lincoln 
– a biographical play performed on 
board the historic steamboat Belle 
of Louisville 
Organization in Charge: Belle of 
Louisville 
State Agency Sponsor: Kentucky 
Historical Society 
Date of Project: 4/1/08 – 5/31/08 
Lincoln Project Number: 187 
Total Cost of Project: $8,800 
Commission Funding: $4,400 

 
The project broadened the perspective of children and 
adults concerning Abraham Lincoln’s influence on 
American history and his impact on Kentucky’s history by 
incorporating the Kentucky Repertory Theatre’s production 
of “One Man’s Lincoln” into a cruise on the oldest 
operating river steamboat in the country.  This event will be 
offered to school groups-in the spring of 2008. 
 

 
Project Title: Lincoln Connection 
to Greensburg and Green County 
Organization in Charge: City of 
Greensburg 
State Agency Sponsor: Kentucky 
Historical Society. 
Date of Project: 2/2/08 – 1/31/09 
Lincoln Project Number: 188 
Total Cost of Project: $10,000 
Commission Funding: $5,000 
 

 
This project entailed the development of driving tour 
materials, replacement of a deteriorated historic marker, 
new historic markers and development of Lincoln-related 
wayside exhibits. 
 

 
Project Title: Lincoln’s Loyalists 
in Logan County: Blakey, 
Burbridge and Bailey 
Organization in Charge: Historic 
Russellville, Inc. 
State Agency Sponsor: Kentucky 
Historical Society 
Date of Project: 12/1/07 – 3/31/08 
Lincoln Project Number: 189 
Total Cost of Project: $10,000 
Commission Funding: $5,000 
 

 
This grant allowed Historic Russellville to research and 
prepare an exhibition for public display at Saddle Factory 
Museum focusing on three Logan County residents that 
played important roles in Lincoln’s election and 
administration 
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Project Title: Discovery Series: 
Lincoln: The Man, the Music and 
the Legacy 
Organization in Charge: 
Lexington Philharmonic Society, 
Inc. 
State Agency Sponsor: Kentucky 
Historical Society 
Date of Project: 1/1/08 – 3/30/08 
Lincoln Project Number: 190 
 
Total Cost of Project: $18, 724 
Commission Funding: $3,250 
 

The Discovery Series is a series of concerts in which 
schools from all across Kentucky bring classrooms of 
students to a full orchestra performance in Lexington, 
Kentucky.  In 2008, the theme was “Lincoln: the man, the 
music, and the legacy.” This two-concert series featured 
pieces composed by Kentuckians during the time of 
Lincoln, pieces inspired by President Lincoln, and pieces 
that Lincoln himself enjoyed. 
 
 

 
Project Title: The Lincoln Project 
Organization in Charge: Stage 
One Children’s Theatre 
State Agency Sponsor: Kentucky 
Historical Society 
Date of Project: 1/1/08 – 4/30/09 
Lincoln Project Number: 191 
Total Cost of Project: $65,500 
Commission Funding: $3,000 
 

 
Stage One Children’s Theatre produced a newly- 
commissioned play that celebrates the contributions of 
Abraham Lincoln and his Kentucky heritage as a means to 
assist youth and their families learn about Lincoln’s legacy. 
The Lincoln Project uses details of biography and Lincoln’s 
considerable output of speeches, debates and 
correspondence, as well as the words of contemporary 
observers in newspapers, letters and remarks from friends 
and foes, to consider race, poverty, literacy and law as 
defining issues of Lincoln’s day and ours. 
 

 
Project Title: Root, Trunk and 
Branches - Abraham Lincoln’s 
Connections to the Forkland 
Community 
Organization in Charge: Forkland 
Community Center 
State Agency Sponsor: Kentucky 
Historical Society 
Date of Project: 2/1/08 – 12/31/08 
Lincoln Project Number: 192 
Total Cost of Project: $9,590 
Commission Funding: $4,580 
 

 
Lucey Shipley Hanks Sparrow, the maternal grandmother 
of Abraham Lincoln, lived in the Forkland area for about 
34 years.  The Forkland Community Center updated its 
history museum with research on connections of Lincoln to 
this area, both past and present.  This research was 
summarized in a book that is now available to the public.   

 
Project Title: Operation Online 
with Lincoln 
Organization in Charge: Hardin 
Co. History Museum 
State Agency Sponsor: Kentucky 
Historical Society 
Date of Project: 2/1/08 – 4/1/08 
Lincoln Project Number: 193 
Total Cost of Project: $5,000 
Commission Funding: $2,500 

 
This interactive, user friendly, comprehensive and 
integrated multimedia tour takes a look at the birthplace of 
Abraham Lincoln and his earliest remembered home in 
Knob Creek.  The tour also includes information about 
Lincoln’s family and friends, so users can learn about the 
first seven years of the President’s life.  The virtual tour 
includes panorama views, historical information, and 
streaming video. 
 

 
Project Title: James Harrod 

 
Costumed interpreters led guided tours through 



                            
37

Trust’s Cemetery Tour 
Organization in Charge: James 
Harrod Trust 
State Agency Sponsor: Kentucky 
Historical Society 
Date of Project: 1/1/08 – 6/30/08 
Lincoln Project Number: 194 
Total Cost of Project: $1,000 
Commission Funding: $500 
 

Harrodsburg’s Springhill cemetery focusing on Mercer 
County’s connection to Abraham Lincoln and the Civil 
War.  This event brings history to life by using actors 
dressed as the historical figures telling their story. 
 

 
Project Title: Abraham Lincoln 
Bicentennial Lectures 
Organization in Charge: Northern 
Kentucky University Research 
Foundation 
State Agency Sponsor: Kentucky 
Historical Society 
Date of Project: 2/1/08 – 5/30/09 
Lincoln Project Number: 195 
Total Cost of Project: $10,375 
Commission Funding: $5,000 
 

 
The Abraham Lincoln Bicentennial Lecture Series included 
five lectures by top scholars on topics related to the life and 
times of Abraham Lincoln.  This series coincided with the 
state’s celebration of the bicentennial celebration of 
Abraham Lincoln’s birth.  Lectures were open to the 
university community and the general public. 
 

 
Project Title: The Civil War: 
Communicating History Through 
Music 
Organization in Charge: Stephen 
Foster Drama Association, Inc. 
State Agency Sponsor: Kentucky 
Historical Society 
Date of Project: 6/08 – 8/08 
Lincoln Project Number: 196 
Total Cost of Project: $47,500 
Commission Funding: $5,000 
 

 
“The Civil War,” a dramatic theatrical concert and former 
Broadway production, was performed at the J. Dan Talbott 
Amphitheatre located in My Old Kentucky Home State 
Park in Bardstown, Ky.  Historic characters, such as 
Abraham Lincoln, Frederick Douglass and Sojourner Truth 
are a part of the twenty-five member cast.  The script is a 
combination of Walt Whitman’s poetry, letters sent by 
soldiers and military leaders during the Civil War and 
diaries from those involved in the war. 
 
 

 
Project Title: Captain Abraham 
Lincoln Oil Painting 
Organization in Charge: 
Washington County Fiscal Court 
State Agency Sponsor: Kentucky 
Arts Council 
Lincoln Project Number: 197 
Total Cost of Project: $15,000 
Commission Funding: $1,250 
 

 
This grant was used to commission an oil painting 
depicting the murder of President Lincoln's Grandfather 
(Captain Abraham Lincoln) and the subsequent saving of 
President Lincoln’s father, Thomas, by Mordecai Lincoln 
from being stolen by the Indians.  Currently in the new 
Washington County Courthouse Annex, the painting will 
eventually hang in the Lincoln Ancestral Museum for all to 
see. 
 

 
Project Title: Children’s play 
about the Young Abraham Lincoln 
Organization in Charge: Allen 
County-Scottsville Arts Council 
State Agency Sponsor: Kentucky 

 
The Allen County – Scottsville Arts Council produced and 
presented an original theatrical production about Abraham 
Lincoln's childhood.  The play, written by Kentucky 
playwright Katie Fraser Carpenter and directed by Liz 
Bussey Fentress, emphasized the foundations and principles 
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Arts Council 
Lincoln Project Number: 198 
Total Cost of Project: $10,000 
Commission Funding: $2,500 
 
 

that Lincoln learned as a child in Kentucky and that he later 
used as president.  It was presented to area schools, the 
public and the Center for Courageous Kids, a local camp 
for children with life-threatening illnesses. 
 

 
Project Title: Orchestration & 
Performances of “Lincoln: A Man 
for All Times” – A Musical for 
Children 
Organization in Charge: Bowling 
Green Chamber Orchestra 
State Agency Sponsor: Kentucky 
Arts Council 
Lincoln Project Number: 199 
Total Cost of Project: $15,000 
Commission Funding: $3,750 
 

 
Pam Thurman and Glen Rice's new play was adapted by 
Pam for an orchestra performance, with children still 
performing.  It was performed for approximately 2,300 
school children in free performances across Kentucky.  
This children’s musical celebrates the extraordinary impact 
Abraham Lincoln had on our Commonwealth and nation. 
 

 
Project Title: Lincoln Week 
Organization in Charge: The 
Center for Rural Development 
State Agency Sponsor: Kentucky 
Arts Council 
Date of Project: 2/9/09 – 2/13/09 
Lincoln Project Number: 200 
Total Cost of Project: $14,500 
Commission Funding: $2,875 
 

 
The Center for Rural Development hosted "Lincoln Week," 
a week of artistic performances related to and about 
Abraham Lincoln during the week of February 9 - 13, 2009, 
across the Center's 42 county service region in Southern 
and Eastern Kentucky.  This week included Kentucky 
Chautauqua performers, study guides for participating 
schools, and handouts for all attendees.  The culmination of 
the week was a two-day event in Somerset, with 
workshops, an art exhibition and performances of the 
Kentucky Repertory Theatre’s With Malice Towards None.  

 
Project Title: Dances of the 
Lincoln Era 
Organization in Charge: Folk 
Circle Association 
State Agency Sponsor: Kentucky 
Arts Council 
Lincoln Project Number: 201 
Total Cost of Project: $19,400 
Commission Funding: $3,750 
 

 
The Berea Festival Dancers, their director Theresa Lowder 
and performing artist Jennifer Rose, researched dances, 
costumes and music in Kentucky during Lincoln's life.  
Performances and workshops were at a variety of sites, 
including community venues, state parks, Kentucky schools 
and Lincoln sites. 
 

 
Project Title: “Honestly Abe!” 
Student Play/Production 
Organization in Charge: Isonville 
Elementary School 
State Agency Sponsor: Kentucky 
Arts Council 
Lincoln Project Number: 202 
Total Cost of Project: $4,090 
Commission Funding: $750 
 

 
"Honestly Abe!" is a play that focused on the highlights of 
Lincoln's life.  Students worked with local artists to create 
not only the play, but also the costumes, scenery, etc.  This 
helped commemorate the highlights of Lincoln’s life, 
celebrated his contributions, and told the critical role that 
Kentucky and Kentuckians played in his life. 
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Project Title: Docu-Drama 
“Voices of Hall” 
Organization in Charge: 
Jessamine County Fiscal Court 
State Agency Sponsor: Kentucky 
Arts Council 
Lincoln Project Number: 203 
Total Cost of Project: $3,000 
Commission Funding: $1,500 
 

Funds were used for the production of a docu-drama based 
on the actual accounts which occurred at Camp Nelson, 
depicting the tumultuous lives of family members of the 
African American soldiers enlisted there.  The main goal 
was to educate the public about the national significance of 
Camp Nelson especially as an African American 
enlistment/training center and refugee camp.  This fits into 
the theme, “I hope to have God on my side, but I must have 
Kentucky.” 
 

 
Project Title: Making the 
Connection: 2008 Kentucky 
smART! Pre-conference 
Organization in Charge: 
Kentucky Alliance for Arts 
Education 
State Agency Sponsor: Kentucky 
Arts Council 
Date of Project: 6/12/08 
Lincoln Project Number: 204 
Total Cost of Project: $12,640 
Commission Funding: $3,050 
 

 
The statewide conference, Kentucky smART! for k-12 
teachers held on June 12, 2008, focused on the life and 
times of Lincoln, supporting the keynote speaker.  This 
helped make connections between the social and political 
events and the culture of the times, exploring the role and 
influence of Kentucky in the Lincoln period, as well as 
exploring the influence of European culture on 19th century 
America and the contribution for African culture during 
that period.  Participating teachers were eligible for a mini-
grant in June 2009 that supported a Lincoln-focused, arts-
infused classroom unit that they developed, using resources 
from this conference that culminated in a public event. 

 
Project Title: Discovery Series 
Organization in Charge: Folk 
Circle Association 
State Agency Sponsor: Kentucky 
Arts Council 
Lincoln Project Number: 205 
Total Cost of Project: $18,724 
Commission Funding: $3,750 
 

 
This series of concerts, with the theme “Lincoln: The Man, 
the Music, and the Legacy”, featured a variety of musical 
pieces related to President Lincoln, including Overture to 
La Forza del Destino, an opera that President Lincoln saw 
19 times during his Presidency, and the Lincoln Portrait, 
composed by Aaron Copland and inspired by the President.  
The collaboration of scholar Nikos Pappas, along with 
period-dressed members of the Lexington Vintage Dance 
Society, reconstructed and performed Kentucky music from 
the time of Lincoln. 
 

 
Project Title: Lincoln Bicentennial 
Playwriting Competition 
Organization in Charge: Ragged 
Edge Community Theatre 
State Agency Sponsor: Kentucky 
Arts Council and Kentucky 
Humanities Council 
Lincoln Project Number: 206 
Total Cost of Project: $9,000 
Commission Funding: $1,750 
(KAC) 
                                       $650 
(KHC) 
 

 
Funds developed a Lincoln Playwriting Competition for 
children.  School matinees as well as evening performances 
produced the winning plays.  Playwriting workshops were 
offered for any school that requested this guidance within 
the eligible counties.  These counties included: Mercer, 
Anderson, Washington, Boyle, Garrard, Jessamine, 
Woodford, and Franklin. 
 

 
Project Title: “The Lincoln Puppet 

 
Funding was used to create a puppet show that is 
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Show” 
Organization in Charge: Squallis 
Puppeteers 
State Agency Sponsor: Kentucky 
Arts Council 
Lincoln Project Number: 207 
Total Cost of Project: $12,000 
Commission Funding: $3,750 
 
 
 
 

entertaining and interesting for children in elementary 
school to watch that puts a complex moment in history,  
that leading up to the Emancipation Proclamation while 
also delving into Lincoln's character, into an understandable 
format.  Its focus is on a young student that, to better 
understand the Emancipation Proclamation, conjures 
Lincoln in her imagination and then is able to ask him 
directly what happened. 
 
  
 

 
Project Title: The Lincoln Project 
Organization in Charge: 
Louisville Children’s Theatre 
State Agency Sponsor: Kentucky 
Arts Council  
Date of Project: 1/31/09, 2/7/09 
Lincoln Project Number: 208 
Total Cost of Project: $65,500 
Commission Funding: $3,750 
(KAC) 
 
                                        

 
Funding was used to develop a new Lincoln play by 
Deborah Lynn Frockt.  Educational materials were 
developed for use in classrooms before and after the play 
and its production for the 2008-2009 season.  The Lincoln 
Project used details of a biography and Lincoln’s 
considerable output of speeches, debates, and 
correspondence, as well as the words of contemporary 
observers in newspapers, letters and remarks from friends 
and foes, to consider race, poverty, literacy and law as 
defining issues of his day and ours.   
 

 
Project Title: “The Civil War” 
Communicating History through 
Music 
Organization in Charge: Stephen 
Foster Drama Association, Inc. 
State Agency Sponsor: Kentucky 
Arts Council, Kentucky Humanities 
Council 
Date of Project: 7/08-8/08 
Lincoln Project Number: 209 
Total Cost of Project: $47,500 
Commission Funding: $3,750 
(KAC) 
                                       $10,000 
(KHC) 

 
Funding used to present "The Civil War," a play drawn on 
letters, diaries and correspondence of Civil War soldiers 
and their families as well as the words and writings of 
Abraham Lincoln, Frederick Douglas and Walt Whitman.  
“The Civil War” was offered from July through August 
2008 as an historical, educational and musical theatre 
performance to students and the public all across Kentucky. 
 
 

 
Project Title: Developments of 
Lincoln-Themed Note Cards and 
Prints 
Organization in Charge: Artist 
Carol Shutt 
State Agency Sponsor: Kentucky 
Arts Council 
Lincoln Project Number: 210 
Total Cost of Project: $1,980 
Commission Funding: $990 

 
Grant used to develop note cards and prints based on 
photographs of different Lincoln sites.  The back of each 
card includes limited text relating the image and its 
importance to Lincoln. 
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Project Title: Lincoln: Kentucky 
Historic Sites Tote Bags 
Organization in Charge: Artist 
Patricia Brock 
State Agency Sponsor: Kentucky 
Arts Council 
Lincoln Project Number: 211 
Total Cost of Project: $2,005 
Commission Funding: $1,000 
 

Grant funds used to develop fabric tote bags using her black 
and white photographic images of Lincoln sites in 
Kentucky. 
 

 
Project Title: Toy boats for the 
Abraham Lincoln Bicentennial 
Organization in Charge: Artist 
Curran Copeland 
State Agency Sponsor: Kentucky 
Arts Council 
Lincoln Project Number: 212 
Total Cost of Project: $2,150 
Commission Funding: $1,000 
 

 
To develop a series of boats based on the Union Ironclad, 
Monitor and the City Class ships, such as the USS Cairo.  
The first of the group were a simple block construction of 
the push/pull type wooden block variety with limited 
decoration typical of the Civil War Era.  The second of the 
group are a more elaborate version of the City Class ship 
with a working steam engine of the “pop pop” genre 
available during that time period. 
 

 
Project Title: Kentucky and 
Lincoln Quilted Wall Hanging or 
Table Square 
Organization in Charge: Artist 
Joanne DeWitt 
State Agency Sponsor: Kentucky 
Arts Council 
Lincoln Project Number: 213 
Commission Funding: $0 

 
To develop a hand quilted and hand bound wall hanging or 
table square (15 inches) with two hanging rings attached to 
the back.  The piece is reminiscent of both Lincoln and 
Kentucky.  Pinned to the back is a printed sheet explaining 
the design and colors used. 
Note: This artist is a juried member of the KAC’s Craft 
Marketing program who requested no funding for the 
development of this product. It was approved by the 
KAC’s Lincoln product development Panel. 
 

 
Project Title: Pewter Lincoln Cup 
Organization in Charge: Artist 
Ken Gastineau 
State Agency Sponsor: Kentucky 
Arts Council 
Lincoln Project Number: 214 
Commission Funding: $0 
 

 
To develop a handspun lead-free pewter cup approximately 
3 5/8” tall x 3” diameter.  Engraved on one side is the 
Lincoln Bicentennial logo. 
Note: This artist is a juried member of the KAC’s Craft 
Marketing program who requested no funding for the 
development of this product. It was approved by the 
KAC’s Lincoln product development Panel. 
 

 
Project Title: Abraham Lincoln 
Bicentennial Mug 
Organization in Charge: Artist 
Mitchell Rickman 
State Agency Sponsor: Kentucky 
Arts Council 
Lincoln Project Number: 215 
Total Cost of Project: $2,000 
Commission Funding: $1,000 

 
Grant used to develop an Abraham Lincoln Bicentennial 
mug.  This pottery mug displays the official logo in a clay 
impression. 
 

 
Project Title: Copper and Iron 

 
This product is a hand forged copper ladle with iron handle.  



                            
42

Ladle 
Organization in Charge: Artist 
Layne Hendrikson 
State Agency Sponsor: Kentucky 
Arts Council 
Lincoln Project Number: 216 
Commission Funding: $0 
 

The artist researched early American cooking utensils.  
This ladle is of a type that would have been common in a 
home during the Lincoln era.  This ladle is hand forged 
using a Lincoln period coal fired forge, anvil, tools and 
techniques. 
Note: This artist is a juried member of the KAC’s Craft 
Marketing program who requested no funding for the 
development of this product. It was approved by the 
KAC’s Lincoln product development Panel. 
 

 
Project Title: Braided Wool Rug 
Organization in Charge: Artist 
Elizabeth Brown 
State Agency Sponsor: Kentucky 
Arts Council 
Lincoln Project Number: 217 
Commission Funding: $0 
 
 
 
 

 
This artist created braided wool rugs from the Lincoln Era.  
This artist takes the fleece from sheep, washes it, sends it to 
a mill and then roves and braids it into the rug.  The sheep 
used are Karakul, Cotswold and Leicester Longwool, three 
breeds of sheep listed as heritage breeds by the American 
Livestock Breeds Conservancy.  The finished rugs vary in 
size and color. 
Note: This artist is a juried member of the KAC’s Craft 
Marketing program who requested no funding for the 
development of this product. It was approved by the 
KAC’s Lincoln product development Panel. 
 

 
Project Title: Nancy Hanks 
Weaving Drafts 
Organization in Charge: Artist 
Norma Jean Campbell 
State Agency Sponsor: Kentucky 
Arts Council 
Lincoln Project Number: 218 
Commission Funding: $0 
 

 
These drafts are thought to be used by Lincoln’s mother 
and widely used and shared by people of Lincoln’s Era.  
The drafts came from a genealogist who happened upon 
them while doing research.  They had been handed down 
through the family by Elizabeth Berry Watts.  The artist is 
setting up her old loom, circa 1790, with one of Nancy 
Hank’s patterns. 
Note: This artist is a juried member of the KAC’s Craft 
Marketing program who requested no funding for the 
development of this product. It was approved by the 
KAC’s Lincoln product development Panel. 
 

 
Project Title: Limber Jack (Toy) 
Organization in Charge: Artist 
Curran Copeland 
State Agency Sponsor: Kentucky 
Arts Council 
Lincoln Project Number: 219 
Commission Funding: $0 
 

 
The “Limber Jack” is a dancing toy that can be operated by 
any person.  A jointed wooden doll is held by a dowel rod 
and stood on a thin board, when a rhythm is beaten on the 
board the doll will dance. 
Note: This artist is a juried member of the KAC’s Craft 
Marketing program who requested no funding for the 
development of this product. It was approved by the 
KAC’s Lincoln product development Panel. 
 

 
Project Title: Captain Abraham 
Lincoln Painting 
Organization in Charge: 
Washington County Fiscal Court 
State Agency Sponsor: Kentucky 
Historical Society 

 
Grant funding was used for a painting portraying the 
murder of Captain Abraham Lincoln (President Lincoln’s 
grandfather) and the saving of President Lincoln’s father, 
Thomas Lincoln, from capture. 
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Date of Project: 2/08-9/08 
Lincoln Project Number: 220 
Total Cost of Project: $15,000 
Commission Funding: $7,500 
 
 
Project Title: 
www.AbrahamLincoln.mwwl 
Organization in Charge: Mary 
Wood Weldon Memorial Library 
State Agency Sponsor: Kentucky 
Humanities Council 
Date of Project: 1/1/08 – 4/30/08 
Lincoln Project Number: 221 
Total Cost of Project: $2,070 
Commission Funding: $1,035 
 

 
This grant funded four lectures to bring an understanding of 
the climate of the times when Lincoln had an impact on our 
country.  The lecturers included Dr. John Kleber, Dr. Daryl 
Harris, Dr. Donna Elkins, and Dr. Glen LaFantasie.  Grant 
funds paid for honorariums and publicity expenses. 
 

 
Project Title: Woven Rugs 
Organization in Charge: Artist 
Harriet Giles 
State Agency Sponsor:  Kentucky 
Arts Council 
Lincoln Project Number: 222 
Commission Funding: $0 

 
These woven rugs are historical reproductions created in 
styles from the Lincoln era.   
Note: This artist is a juried member of the KAC’s Craft 
Marketing program who requested no funding for the 
development of this product. It was approved by the KAC’s 
Lincoln product development Panel. 
 

 
Project Title: Meat Hook 
Organization in Charge: Artist 
Layne Hendrickson 
State Agency Sponsor:  Kentucky 
Arts Council 
Lincoln Project Number: 223 
Commission Funding: $0 

 
This meat hook is a historic product from Lincoln’s era.   
Hendrickson has already had one item approved by the 
KALBC, an iron and copper ladle.  These two pieces could 
be displayed together. 
Note: This artist is a juried member of the KAC’s Craft 
Marketing program who requested no funding for the 
development of this product. It was approved by the KAC’s 
Lincoln product development Panel. 
 

 
Project Title: KALBC Key Chain  
Organization in Charge: Artist 
Ken Gastineau 
State Agency Sponsor:  Kentucky 
Arts Council 
Lincoln Project Number: 224 
Commission Funding: $0 
 

 
Grant funds were used to develop pewter key chains that 
are emblazed with the Kentucky Abraham Lincoln 
Bicentennial logo. 
Note: This artist is a juried member of the KAC’s Craft 
Marketing program who requested no funding for the 
development of this product. It was approved by the KAC’s 
Lincoln product development Panel. 
 

 
Project Title: Music of the Civil 
War 
Organization in Charge: Saxton’s 
Cornet Band 
State Agency Sponsor:  Kentucky 
Arts Council 
Lincoln Project Number: 225 
Commission Funding: $0 

 
This CD features music heard by President Lincoln 
between 1861 and 1865.  It was based upon careful 
research into Civil War era sources to ensure its historical 
accuracy. 
Note: This artist is a juried member of the KAC’s Craft 
Marketing program who requested no funding for the 
development of this product. It was approved by the 
KAC’s Lincoln product development Panel. 
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Project Title: Lincoln Scarves 
Organization in Charge: 
Kentucky Arts Council 
State Agency Sponsor:  Kentucky 
Arts Council 
Lincoln Project Number: 226 
Commission Funding: $0 
 

 
These white silk scarves boasted a Lincoln quote from the 
Gettysburg Address. 
Note: This artist is a juried member of the KAC’s Craft 
Marketing program who requested no funding for the 
development of this product. It was approved by the 
KAC’s Lincoln product development Panel. 
 
 

 
Project Title: Lincoln Museum 
Exhibit Improvements 
Organization in Charge: The 
Lincoln Museum 
State Agency Sponsor:  Kentucky 
Historical Society 
Date of Project: 11/07 – 2/08 
Lincoln Project Number: 227 
Total Cost of Project: $2,000 
Commission Funding: $2,000 
 

 
The Lincoln Museum used these funds for improvements to 
its existing exhibits.  This funding went specifically 
towards a new Lincoln Funeral Train interpretive panel, an 
interpretive panel for the Lincoln Days Art Show and 
interpretive labels for the first floor dioramas 
 

 
Project Title: Mary Todd Lincoln 
House Block Grant 
Organization in Charge: Mary 
Todd Lincoln House 
State Agency Sponsor:  
KALBC/Kentucky Historical 
Society 
Date of Project: 2/08 – 1/2010  
Lincoln Project Number: 228 
Total Cost of Project: $25,000 
Commission Funding: $25,000 
 

 
This block grant provided funding for two temporary staff 
positions.  One position catalogued the Mary Todd Lincoln 
House Collection.  The other position implemented the 
array of Lincoln-related projects that were implemented 
through other Lincoln Commission grants. 
 

 
Project Title: Lincoln Comes to 
Marshall County: “Preserving 
History” 
Organization in Charge: Marshall 
Co. Arts Commission 
State Agency Sponsor: Kentucky  
Humanities Council 
Date of Project: 3/12/08  
Lincoln Project Number: 229 
Total Cost of Project: $3,578 
Commission Funding: $1,200 
 

  
This grant helped fund the presentation of “One Man’s 
Lincoln: Billy Herndon Honestly represents Abraham 
Lincoln” at the Kenneth Shadowen Performing Arts Center 
in Marshall County on March 12, 2008. The performance 
was mainly for the Marshall County Public High School 
but also accommodated the public.      
 

 
Project Title: Demystifying 
Abraham Lincoln and His 
Emancipation Proclamation 
Organization in Charge: African 

 
The African American Theatre Program commissioned 
Carlyle Brown to write a play for its 2008-2009 Season of 
plays at the University of Louisville. The title was Abraham 
Lincoln and Uncle Tom in the White House.  A mini-
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American Theatre Program at the 
University of Louisville 
State Agency Sponsor:  Kentucky 
African American Heritage 
Commission/Kentucky Heritage 
Council 
Date of Project: 3/08 – 2/09  
Lincoln Project Number: 230 
Total Cost of Project: $32,210 
Commission Funding: $10,000 
 
 

conference with the playwright and national scholars was 
also presented. 
 

 
Project Title: General Burbridge’s 
Slaves and Soldiers: Lincoln’s 
Legacy in Logan County 
Organization in Charge: Historic 
Russellville, Inc. 
State Agency Sponsor:  Kentucky 
African American Heritage 
Commission/Kentucky Heritage 
Council 
Date of Project: 2008   
Lincoln Project Number: 231 
Total Cost of Project: $7,000 
Commission Funding: $5,000 
 

 
Funding created an exhibit for public display at the West 
KY African American Heritage Center in Russellville.  A 
traveling exhibit was also be part of the project.  It focuses 
on Logan County’s General Stephen Burbridge, who 
ordered that freed blacks be enlisted in the U.S. Colored 
Cavalry.  
 

 
Project Title: Memorialize and 
preserve the site of the 
“Simpsonville Slaughter” of U.S. 
Colored Troops and to identify 
location of mass grave 
Organization in Charge: Shelby 
County Historical Society 
State Agency Sponsor:  Kentucky 
African American Heritage 
Commission/Kentucky Heritage 
Council  
Date of Project: 2008  
Lincoln Project Number: 232 
Total Cost of Project: $6,250 
Commission Funding: $5,000 
 

 
Funding helped identify, rehabilitate and preserve the burial 
site associated with the ambush of Company “E” of the 5th 
U.S. Colored Cavalry near Simpsonville, KY in 1865.  This 
was done in preparation for a National Register nomination 
for the site. 
 

 
Project Title: Block grant for 
improvements to Lincoln 
Homestead State Park 
Organization in Charge: 
Kentucky Department of Parks 
State Agency Sponsor:  Kentucky 
Historical Society  
Date of Project: 2008 -2010 

 
Grant money was used for the research, design, production, 
and installation of four (4) fiberglass-imbedded interpretive 
signs, built to National Park Service specifications that 
interpret the historic structures located at Lincoln 
Homestead State Park as well as the Lincoln family 
genealogy.  The interpretive signs interpret the Berry 
Cabin, the Lincoln Cabin (Bersheba Lincoln cabin site), 
and the Nancy Hanks memorial.  Another sign explains the 
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Lincoln Project Number: 233 
Total Cost of Project: $6,000 
Commission Funding: $6,000 
 

genealogy of the Lincoln family and highlights the family’s 
Kentucky connections. 

 
Project Title: Relocation of White 
Hall’s Lincoln material 
Organization in Charge: 
Kentucky Department of Parks 
State Agency Sponsor:  Kentucky 
Historical Society  
Date of Project: 2008 -2010 
Lincoln Project Number: 234 
Total Cost of Project: $10,000 
Commission Funding: $10,000 

 
Grant money was used to improve and move the current 
Lincoln exhibit housed at White Hall State Historic Site 
thereby making it more accessible to all visitors. The 
improvements to the exhibit included the addition of three 
informative panels produced by Corman’s in Lexington and 
two large lighted display cases to house the current exhibit. 
In addition, two conservation dress forms were purchased 
along with equipment to produce professional exhibits in-
house. In addition, some marketing was done when the new 
exhibit opened to the public. 

 
Project Title: Lincoln at the 
Library 
Organization in Charge: Gallatin 
County Public Library 
State Agency Sponsor:  Kentucky 
Humanities Council, Inc. 
Date of Project: 4/1/08-11/30/08  
Lincoln Project Number: 235 
Total Cost of Project: $4,175 
Commission Funding: $1,200 
 

 
This grant funded a 200th birthday celebration of Abraham 
Lincoln at the library October 17-18, 2008. The two-day 
celebration included a visit by the Kentucky Historical 
Society’s History Mobile, the Gallatin County Historical 
Society Meeting, Stanley Wernz’s Abraham Lincoln 
presentation, Angela Bartley’s Mary Todd Lincoln 
Chautauqua presentation, Bill Watson’s Civil War Soldier 
presentation and Charlotte Battain’s I Love America 
presentation. Other events included food, local school 
presentations, storytelling, and more.  
 

 
Project Title: Emancipation’s 
Legacy 
Organization in Charge:  
Kentucky Humanities Council, Inc. 
State Agency Sponsor:  Kentucky 
Historical Society 
Date of Project: 4/1/08-12/31/09  
Lincoln Project Number: 236 
Total Cost of Project: $2,400 
Commission Funding: $1,200 
 

 
This grant helped fund an exhibit entitled, “Emancipation’s 
Legacy” at the Isaac Scott Hathaway Museum in 
Lexington. This exhibit informs viewers about the issues 
African-Americans confronted following the close of the 
Civil War.  The exhibit utilizes archival documents and 
photos about organizations and their leaders to tell this 
story.  The Isaac Scott Hathaway Museum is currently 
housed inside the Lexington History Museum.  This exhibit 
complimented the Abraham Lincoln exhibit that was 
recently funded by KALBC at the Lexington History 
Museum.  The grant funds were used to pay for the exhibit 
panels as well as publicity expenses.  A small amount paid 
the honorarium of the principal humanities advisor, Dr. 
Anne Butler, from Kentucky State University. 
 
 

 
Project Title: The life and story of 
Abraham Lincoln from Kentucky to 
the White House via felt 
storytelling to enhance preschool 
children’s learning 
Organization in Charge: 
Kentucky State University 
State Agency Sponsor: Kentucky 

 
Kentucky State University’s Area of Childhood 
Development enhanced emergent literacy and literacy skills 
of children ages 3-5 attending childcare centers, 
kindergartens and Head Start programs in central Kentucky.  
The Area of Childhood Development developed and 
distributed a felt board story of Lincoln’s life from 
Kentucky to the White House to preschool teachers. 
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Historical Society  
Date of Project: 5/31/08-6/30/09 
Lincoln Project Number: 237 
Total Cost of Project:  $10,000 
Commission Funding: $5,000 
 
 
Project Title: Sarah Mitchell 
Painting  
Organization in Charge:  
Washington Co. Fiscal Court 
State Agency Sponsor:  Kentucky 
Historical Society 
Date of Project: 6/2008-6/2009 
Lincoln Project Number: 238 
Total Cost of Project: $10,000 
Commission Funding: $5,000 
 
 

 
Washington County Fiscal Court used funding from the 
Kentucky Historical Society and the Kentucky Arts Council 
to commission a painting recognizing the rugged and 
challenging pioneer life encountered by the Lincoln family 
in Kentucky.  This painting depicting the kidnapping of a 
dear friend and cousin of the President’s mother, Sara 
Mitchell, illustrates the struggles and challenges faced by 
the Lincoln family upon their arrival in Kentucky in the 
1700s. 
 
 

 
Project Title: Lincoln’s Kentucky 
Organization in Charge: The 
Filson Historical Society 
State Agency Sponsor:  Kentucky 
Historical Society 
Date of Project:  7/2007-2/2009 
Lincoln Project Number:  239 
Total Cost of Project:  $5,000 
Commission Funding: $2,500 
 

 
The project included an additional component to the 
Filson’s website.  The component will serve as a resource 
and virtual exhibit to help increase public appreciation and 
awareness of Kentucky and Lincoln’s relationship with 
Kentucky during his lifetime. 
 

 
Project Title:  McLean County 
Kentucky’s Tribute to Lincoln’s 
Union 
Organization in Charge: McLean 
Co. Fiscal Court  
State Agency Sponsor:  Kentucky 
Historical Society 
Date of Project:  5/2008 
Lincoln Project Number: 240 
Total Cost of Project:  $12,500 
Commission Funding: $5,000 
 

 
During the 14th Annual Battle of Sacramento, May 16-18, 
2008, organizers held a debate between “Jefferson Davis” 
and “Abraham Lincoln.”  “Lincoln” also dedicated the 
Camp Calhoun cemetery which features the recently 
erected headstones for over 150 Union casualties from 18 
different regiments who were stationed at Calhoun from 
late 1861 to the end of the Civil War in 1865.  A 
documentary video was developed of both events with a 5 
to 7 minute excerpt included in a Lincoln-themed vignette 
in the McLean County Visitor Center and also distributed 
to local schools and other civic organizations. 
 

 
Project Title: Abraham Lincoln & 
Jefferson Davis: Contrasts, 
Commonalities and Conversations 
Organization in Charge: Todd 
County Fiscal Court/Tourism 
Commission 
State Agency Sponsor: Kentucky 
Historical Society   
Date of Project: 11/8/08 

 
This evening roundtable, with a comfortably-seated 
audience of 500, featured two to three noted historians and 
was moderated by a seasoned broadcast journalist (Al 
Smith).  It took place in Elkton, Kentucky, the county seat 
of Todd County, which is the birthplace of Jefferson Davis 
and home to the Jefferson Davis Monument State Historic 
Site. 
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Lincoln Project Number: 241 
Total Cost of Project: $12,750 
Commission Funding: $5,000 
 
 
 
Project Title: 27th Annual 
Kentucky Book Fair  
Organization in Charge: 
Kentucky Book Fair, Inc. 
State Agency Sponsor:  Kentucky 
Historical Society 
Date of Project:  11/08 
Lincoln Project Number: 242  
Total Cost of Project:  $10,000 
Commission Funding: $5,000 
 

 
The Kentucky Book Fair brought a Lincoln author to the 
November 15, 2008, event in Frankfort, Kentucky at the 
Frankfort Convention Center who educated the public 
about the role of Lincoln and his vital connection and 
ensuing legacy to the Commonwealth.  
 
 

 
Project Title: Abraham Lincoln: 
Rail Splitter, Rail Rider 
Organization in Charge: 
Bluegrass Railroad Museum 
State Agency Sponsor: Kentucky 
Historical Society   
Date of Project:  4/08-5/08 
Lincoln Project Number: 243 
Total Cost of Project: $6,800 
Commission Funding: $3,400 
 

 
This project included a museum exhibit depicting Abraham 
Lincoln and his relationship to railroads.  The display 
includes original artwork and reproduction artifacts. 
 
 

 
Project Title: Camp Nelson 
Heritage Grant 
Organization in Charge: Camp 
Nelson Preservation and 
Restoration Foundation 
State Agency Sponsor:  Kentucky 
Historical Society 
Date of Project:  5/15/08-5/15/09 
Lincoln Project Number: 244 
Total Cost of Project: $29,000 
Commission Funding:  $29,000 
 
 
 

 
Grant supported exhibit materials including purchase of 
mannequins, equipment, and accoutrements to interpret the 
lives of the soldiers and families at Camp Nelson.  The 
custom-made mannequins include appropriate clothing and 
equipment and are on permanent display as part of Camp 
Nelson’s exhibit, Soldier Life and U. S. Colored Troops 
Enlistment and Training. 
 
 

 
 
Project Title: National Historic 
Landmark Application for Camp 
Nelson 
Organization in Charge:  Camp 
Nelson Civil War Heritage Park 
State Agency Sponsor:  Kentucky 
African American Heritage 

 
The purpose of this project was to successfully nominate 
Camp Nelson as a National Historic Landmark.  Camp 
Nelson is nationally significant on the National Register as 
Kentucky’s largest and the nation’s third largest Civil War 
African-American army recruitment and training center.  It 
also had the state’s largest African-American refugee camp 
for women and children.  Camp Nelson was also a large 
and important Civil War U.S. Army supply depot and 
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Commission/Kentucky Heritage 
Council 
Date of Project:  12/2008 
Lincoln Project Number:  245 
Total Cost of Project: $4,900 
Commission Funding: $1,750 

contained the second largest Civil War military hospital in 
the state.  It is also a highly significant archaeological site.  
The NHL forms were completed and the project director 
worked closely with the NPS_NHL coordinator to revise 
the application and successfully complete the project. 
 

Project  Number 246 was not 
used 

 

 
Project Title: Lincoln Museum 
Library and Exhibits 
Organization in Charge: The 
Lincoln Museum 
State Agency Sponsor:  Kentucky 
Historical Society 
Date of Project: 5/08-2/10 
Lincoln Project Number: 247 
Total Cost of Project: $92,600 
Commission Funding: $20,000 
 
 

 
The Lincoln Museum in Hodgenville used these funds for 
two legacy projects.  Half of the money went toward the 
required match for the Lincoln Library project.  The other 
half of the funds helped fund the design, fabrication and 
installation of a new permanent exhibit chronicling the 
history of Hodgen’s Mill. 
 

 
Project Title: Annual Discovery 
Festival 
Organization in Charge: Mt. 
Vernon-Rockcastle County Tourist 
Commission  
State Agency Sponsor:  Kentucky 
Historical Society 
Date of Project: 6/7/08 
Lincoln Project Number: 248 
Total Cost of Project: $3,600 
Commission Funding: $500 
 

 
The BitterSweet Cabin Village hosts an annual Discovery 
Festival focusing on historical figures and events along 
with a presentation of local craftspeople and traditions.  The 
Discovery Festival provides an opportunity for out of town 
tourists as well as the local community to share in the 
experiences of events and traditions of historical 
significance in Kentucky.  The festival is a one day event 
held the first Saturday in June.  Admission to the festival is 
free of charge to all who attend.   
 
 In 2008, the festival's focus was on Abraham Lincoln, and 
Jim Sayre portrayed Lincoln.  The festival also featured a 
History Quiz Game Show.  The format of the game is 
similar to Jeopardy with each category addressing different 
facets of history, with one category focusing on Abraham 
Lincoln.  The entire game was made up of exclusively 
Lincoln-related categories.   
 

Project Number 249 was not 
funded 

 

 
Project Title: Lincoln 
Presentations at Red Cross 
Elementary 
Organization in Charge: Red 
Cross Elementary School 
State Agency Sponsor:  Kentucky 
Historical Society 
Date of Project:  Fall, 2008 
Lincoln Project Number: 250 
Total Cost of Project: $1,000 

 
Red Cross Elementary, part of the Barren County School 
System, used these funds to invite three speakers/presenters 
to bring Lincoln’s history to the schools.  Speakers focused 
on topics relating to the life and times of Abraham Lincoln, 
including the American Civil War, slavery in America and 
Kentucky life during the lifetime of Abraham Lincoln.  
Additional project components included worksheets and 
activities for students, and a visit to Hodgenville in 2009. 
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Commission Funding: $500 
 
 
Project Title: Phase II of 
Farmington Historic Plantation 
Exhibit Project 
Organization in Charge: Historic 
Homes Foundation/Farmington 
Historic Plantation 
State Agency Sponsor:  Kentucky 
Historical Society 
Date of Project: 5/08-2/10 
Lincoln Project Number: 251 
Total Cost of Project: $200,000 
Commission Funding: $10,000 
 
 

 
Funds went toward Phase II of Farmington Historic 
Plantation’s exhibits.  This phase consisted of the re-
interpretation of two outbuildings: a re-constructed, 
detached kitchen and a blacksmith shop that interpret the 
lives of enslaved African Americans at Farmington. 
 

 
Project Title: Mary Goes to 
School/A House Divided 
Organization in Charge: Mary 
Todd Lincoln House 
State Agency Sponsor:  Kentucky 
Historical Society 
Date of Project: 5/08-5/09 
Lincoln Project Number: 252 
Total Cost of Project: $12,000 
Commission Funding: $10,000 
 
 

 
The Mary Todd Lincoln House used this funding for two 
programs: $7,000 to complete its “A House Divided” 
exhibition and $3,000 for the educational program “Mary 
Goes to School.”  Both programs will travel outside of the 
Central Kentucky region. 
 

 
Project Title: 27th Annual 
Kentucky Book Fair (2008)  
Organization in Charge: 
Humanities Council 
State Agency Sponsor:  Kentucky 
Humanities Council, Inc. 
Date of Project: 11/15/08 
Lincoln Project Number:  253 
Total Cost of Project:  $10,260 
Commission Funding: $1,200 

 
This grant funded two Kentucky Chautauqua (Abraham 
Lincoln and Mary Todd Lincoln) presentations at the 
Kentucky Book Fair in Frankfort in November.  Grant 
funds were also be used for publicity for the book fair and 
the Chautauqua presentations.   
 

 
Lincoln Project #s 254, 255 & 256 
Not Funded 

 
 

 
Project Title: Boy Lincoln Statue 
Unveiling  
Organization in Charge:  City of 
Hodgenville 
State Agency Sponsor:  Kentucky 
Historical Society. 
Date of Project: 5/31/08 
Lincoln Project Number:  257 

 
This block grant supported a day-long community 
celebration centered around the unveiling of the “Boy 
Lincoln” statue, which is sponsored by the Kentucky 
Abraham Lincoln Bicentennial Commission. The City of 
Hodgenville selected the New West! Agency to assist in the 
planning and production of the event.   
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Total Cost of Project:  $28,000 
Commission Funding: $28,000 
 
 
Project Title: Keeping the History 
of Kentucky Alive 
Organization in Charge:  Big 
Sandy Community and Technical 
College – Prestonsburg Campus 
State Agency Sponsor:  Kentucky 
Humanities Council, Inc. 
Date of Project: 6/1/08 – 11/30/08 
Lincoln Project Number: 258 
Total Cost of Project: $3,513 
Commission Funding: $1,200 
 

 
This grant funded two field trips for 20 people to visit the 
Abraham Lincoln Birthplace and the National Underground 
Railroad Museum. These field trips complimented the 
previously funded events at the Big Sandy Community and 
Technical College for the Abraham Lincoln Bicentennial 
Celebration. Grant funds were used for admission fees, van 
use and food on the field trips.  
 

 
Project Title: Washington Co. 
Block Grant 
Organization in Charge: 
Washington County Fiscal Court 
State Agency Sponsor: KALBC 
Date of Project: 7/1/08-2/12/10 
Lincoln Project Number: 259 
Total Cost of Project: $15,000 
Commission Funding: $15,000 
 
 

 
This block grant for the Springfield Washington County 
Community supported several major bicentennial 
initiatives.  Funding supported: 

$1,000 to provide “seed money” for Friends of Lincoln 
Park support group.   
$3,000 to hire a consultant for Washington County 
Courthouse museum project 
$500 to support community “visioning” meetings for 
Washington County Courthouse museum project 
$2,000 for purchase of display casing for replica of 
Lincoln-Hanks marriage documents 
$500 for marketing of community cookbook project: A. 
Lincoln Legacy Tasting Tour 
$8,000 to create audio/video interpretation of Washington 
County’s Lincoln legacy in cooperation with Michael 
Breeding Media.  (Funding contingent on acquisition of 
humanities advisor and finalization of production contract) 

 
Project Title: New Video for 
Lincoln Birthplace 
Organization in Charge: KET 
State Agency Sponsor:  KALBC 
Date of Project: 7/1/08-2/12/08 
Lincoln Project Number:  260 
Total Cost of Project:  $21,000 
Commission Funding: $21,000 

 
This grant supported the development of an orientation 
video for the Abraham Lincoln Birthplace National Historic 
Site, and an educational component for the “I, too, am a 
Kentuckian” documentary.   
KET adapted excerpts from its documentary “I, too, am a 
Kentuckian” for use as an orientation video for the Visitor’s 
Center Theater at the Lincoln Birthplace National Historic 
Site in Hodgenville, Kentucky.  The video is approximately 
ten minutes in length in high-definition format.  This is now 
the introductory video for the Lincoln Birthplace National 
Historic Site.  KET also created an educational resource for 
teachers that allows them to use segments from the 
documentary “I, Too, Am a Kentuckian” in the classroom. 
KET provides this resource to teachers in a free online 
format.   

 
Project Title: “Voice of a Fugitive: 
Kentucky Native Henry Bibb – 

 
The Oldham County Historical Society produced and 
performed "Voice of a Fugitive", a play written and 
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Slave & Abolitionist” 
Organization in Charge: Oldham 
County Historical Society 
State Agency Sponsor:  Kentucky 
Arts Council  
Date of Project: 5/09 – 6/09 
Lincoln Project Number:  261 
Total Cost of Project:  $6,795 
Commission Funding: $3,397.50 
 

donated by playwright Carridder Jones.  The play looks at 
Henry Bibb, an escaped slave and abolitionist.  It also 
brings attention to the abolitionist movement and highlights 
issues that influenced Abraham Lincoln.   
 

 
Project Title:  “Keeping Mr. 
Lincoln” 
Organization in Charge:  
Lexington Children’s Theatre 
State Agency Sponsor:  Kentucky 
Arts Council  
Date of Project: 2/09-5/09 
Lincoln Project Number:  262 
Total Cost of Project:  $71,643 
Commission Funding:  $7,452 
 
 

 
The Lexington Children’s Theatre commissioned 
playwright Sandra Fenichel Asher to create a new work in 
celebration of Lincoln’s life to tell his story based on 
Lincoln’s own words.  “Keeping Mr. Lincoln” is a one act 
play that toured schools, libraries and performance venues 
across Kentucky from February 2009 – May 2009. 
 

 
Project Title: Sarah Mitchell 
Capture by Indians – Oil Painting 
Organization in Charge: 
Washington County Fiscal Court  
State Agency Sponsor:  Kentucky 
Arts Council & KALBC 
Date of Project: 5/09 
Lincoln Project Number: 263 
Total Cost of Project: $24,000 
Commission Funding:  $8,450 
 

 
Washington County Fiscal Court commissioned a painting 
recognizing the rugged and challenging pioneer life 
encountered by the Lincoln family in Kentucky.  This 
painting depicts the kidnapping of a dear friend and cousin 
of the President, Sarah Mitchell; illustrating the struggles 
and challenges faced by the Lincoln family upon their 
arrival in Kentucky.   
 

 
Project Title:  Lincoln Lockers 
Organization in Charge:  Cox’s 
Creek Elementary School 
State Agency Sponsor: Kentucky 
Arts Council 
Date of Project: 11/08-2/09 
Lincoln Project Number:  264 
Total Cost of Project: $2,800 
Commission Funding: $975 
 
 

 
Cox’s Creek Elementary School students developed 
“Lincoln Lockers” and took their show on the road.  The 
“Lockers” contained materials and information that 
students created for presentations to various schools, 
community and civil groups.  The main focus of the 
presentations is the life of Abraham and Mary Lincoln, 
their families and the times in which they lived. 

 
Project Title: “My Kentucky 
Home: A Lincoln Bicentennial 
Celebration” 
Organization in Charge:  Paducah 
Symphony Orchestra  

 
The Paducah Symphony Orchestra presented “My 
Kentucky Home: A Lincoln Bicentennial Celebration” 
featuring Aaron Copland’s “A Lincoln Portrait”.  The 
concert served as the culminating event of a community-
wide collaboration planned for early March 2009, 
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State Agency Sponsor:  Kentucky 
Arts Council 
Date of Project: 3/09 
Lincoln Project Number:  265 
Total Cost of Project:  $55,750 
Commission Funding:  $7,500 
 

commemorating the 200th anniversary of President 
Lincoln’s birth, March as National Music in the Schools 
Month and the 30th Anniversary of the Paducah Symphony. 
 

 
Project Title: “Lincoln: A Man for 
All Times” 
Organization in Charge:  New 
Haven School 
State Agency Sponsor:  Kentucky 
Arts Council 
Date of Project: 1/09 – 2/09 
Lincoln Project Number: 266   
Total Cost of Project:  $2,600 
Commission Funding: $875 
 

 
The New Haven School performed a production of 
“Lincoln: A Man for All Times” by Glen Rice and Pam 
Thurman.  Students also had the opportunity to perform 
songs from the musical during the opening ceremonies of 
the Iron Horse Festival, an annual event held in New 
Haven, home of the Kentucky Railway Museum. 
 

 
Project Title: Stained glass 
window project using quilt patterns 
Organization in Charge:  East 
Jessamine Middle School 
State Agency Sponsor:  Kentucky 
Arts Council 
Date of Project: 5/09 
Lincoln Project Number:  267  
Total Cost of Project:  $2,250 
Commission Funding:  $1,000 

 
East Jessamine Middle School held a workshop to teach 8th 
grade students how to make stained glass windows of quilt 
patterns that are reflective of the culture of Lincoln’s time.  
These were then shared with the community through local 
newspapers.  Prior to the stained glass project, the social 
studies teachers taught students about the historical 
significance of the Underground Railroad and Lincoln’s 
role in the abolitionist movement. 
 

 
Project Title:  “Abraham Lincoln 
in Song” 
Organization in Charge:  Hardin 
Co. History Museum 
State Agency Sponsor:  Kentucky 
Arts Council 
Date of Project: 2/09 
Lincoln Project Number: 268 
Total Cost of Project: $6,961 
Commission Funding:  $2,646 
 

 
The Hardin County History Museum presented Chris 
Vallillo, a poet/singer-songwriter, who performed 
“Abraham Lincoln in Song”, a blend of music and 
storytelling.  This production weaves historic narratives 
with period music and contemporary folksongs in a 
celebration of the life and times of Abraham Lincoln.   
 
 

 
Project Title:  2008 Kentucky 
Book Fair/A Night with Lincoln 
Organization in Charge: 
Kentucky Book Fair  
State Agency Sponsor: Kentucky 
Arts Council  
Lincoln Project Number:  269 
Total Cost of Project: $10,700 
Commission Funding: $5,000 

 
The Kentucky Book Fair and the Save the Grand Theatre 
hosted a Lincoln film at the Kentucky History Center on 
Friday, November 14th.   
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Project Title:  Giclee 
reproductions of pastel drawings of 
Lincoln Birthplace and boyhood 
home 
Organization in Charge:  Artist 
Marianna McDonald 
State Agency Sponsor:  Kentucky 
Arts Council 
Lincoln Project Number:  270 
Total Cost of Project:  $2,708 
Commission Funding: $1,000 

Funding developed four giclee reproductions of the Lincoln 
landscape, as follows: the Birthplace cabin in a February 
snow, young Lincoln reading at Knob Creek in the spring, 
Lincoln’s boyhood home at Knob Creek on a sunny 
summer morning and Uncle Mordecai’s home on the 
Springfield hilltop in the fall. 
 

 
Project Title: Staff support for 
Hardin Co. History Museum 
Organization in Charge: Hardin 
County History Museum 
State Agency Sponsor:  KALBC 
Lincoln Project Number:  271 
Total Cost of Project:  $18,000 
Commission Funding: $18,000 
 

 
Grant supported part-time positions at the Hardin County 
History Museum, allowing the museum to expand its 
operating hours from twenty to forty per week.  The staff 
and expanded hours will last for the Bicentennial period.  
Local letters of support for increased staffing and hours 
were submitted from the Elizabethtown Mayor, the 
Elizabethtown Visitors Center, and from the board 
president of the Hardin County History Museum 
      
 

 
Project Title: Knob Creek Cabin 
Restoration 
Organization in Charge: LaRue 
County Fiscal Court 
State Agency Sponsor:  Kentucky 
Historical Society/Kentucky 
Abraham Lincoln Bicentennial 
Commission  
Date of Project: 10/08-10/09 
Lincoln Project Number: 272 
Total Cost of Project:  
Commission Funding: $183,578 
 

 
Funds were used for the preservation and rehabilitation of 
the exterior and the interior of the cabin located at the 
Lincoln Boyhood Home on Knob Creek (the Austin 
Gollaher Cabin).  This funding was granted from the LaRue 
County Fiscal Court to the National Park Service for the 
completion of this project.   
      
 

 
Project Title: Lincoln Memorial at 
the Louisville Waterfront Park 
Organization in Charge: 
Louisville Waterfront Development 
Corporation 
State Agency Sponsor:  Kentucky 
Historical Society/Kentucky 
Abraham Lincoln Bicentennial 
Commission  
Date of Project: 10/15/08-
10/15/09 
Lincoln Project Number: 273 
Total Cost of Project:  
Commission Funding: $25,000 

 
Funds were used for the creation and implementation of the 
Lincoln Memorial at the Louisville Waterfront Park.  
Funding was used for the development of the Lincoln 
Memorial at the Waterfront, including the payment of 
artist’s fees, cost of materials, landscaping, and installation.   
 
 

 
Project Title: Kentucky 

 
Funds were used to support the February 2, 2009, 

 
Funds were used 
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Humanities Council’s “Our 
Lincoln” Performance 
Organization in Charge:  
Kentucky Humanities Council 
State Agency Sponsor: Kentucky 
Historical Society/Kentucky 
Abraham Lincoln Bicentennial 
Commission  
Date of Project: 2/02/09 
Lincoln Project Number: 274 
Total Cost of Project: $330,476 
Commission Funding: $30,000 
 

performance of “Our Lincoln” at the Kennedy Center in 
Washington, D.C. Funds were used for facility rental, 
travel, payment of performers, marketing and other costs 
associated with the production. 

support the Febru
2009, performanc
“Our Lincoln” at 
Kennedy Center i
Washington, D.C
were used for fac
rental, travel, pay
performers, mark
other costs associ
the production. 

 
Project Title: KDLA Lincoln 
Library Toolkit 
Organization in Charge:  KDLA 
State Agency Sponsor:  Kentucky 
Historical Society/Kentucky 
Abraham Lincoln Bicentennial 
Commission  
Date of Project:  10/08-6/09 
Lincoln Project Number:  275 
Total Cost of Project:  $30,000 
Commission Funding: $30,000 
 

 
Grant funds were used to support the Kentucky Department 
for Libraries and Archives (KDLA) partnership with the 
Kentucky Historical Society in creating “Lincoln Library 
Toolkits,” that were sent to libraries across the 
Commonwealth.  These funds were granted to Kentucky 
libraries for the purchase of books, DVDs, and other 
materials related to Abraham Lincoln. Funds were also 
used to support Lincoln-related programming at Kentucky’s 
libraries, as well as used to purchase DVD copies of the 
documentary “Lincoln:  I, Too, Am a Kentuckian” from 
KET for Kentucky libraries for inclusion in the Lincoln 
Library Toolkits.       
 

 
Project Title: With Malice Toward 
None – An Abraham Lincoln 
Drama 
Organization in Charge:  The 
Fine Arts Association of 
Southeastern Kentucky 
State Agency Sponsor:  Kentucky 
Humanities Council 
Date of Project: 10/1/08-3/31/09 
Lincoln Project Number:  276 
Total Cost of Project:  $7,435 
Commission Funding:  $1,200 
 

 
This grant helped fund the cost of bringing the play “With 
Malice Toward None: An Abraham Lincoln Drama” to 
Corbin.  “With Malice Toward None” was developed by 
the Kentucky Repertory Theatre and commissioned by the 
Kentucky Arts Council and the Kentucky Abraham Lincoln 
Bicentennial Commission to tour schools, colleges, 
universities, historic sites, museums, and other public 
venues.  Funds covered costs to bring this program to the 
community.   
 

 
Project Title: Rehabilitation of the 
Exterior of the Mary Todd Lincoln 
House 
Organization in Charge: 
Kentucky Mansions Preservation 
Foundation 
State Agency Sponsor:  Kentucky 
Heritage Council 
Date of Project:  6/30/09 
Lincoln Project Number:  277 
Total Cost of Project:  19,690 

 
Grant covered the cost of the rehabilitation of the exterior 
of the Mary Todd Lincoln House. The work was based on 
the recommendations of an Architectural Conservation 
Assessment that was performed in the spring of 2006. The 
work included painting, roofing repairs, rear porch repairs 
and masonry work as well as trouble-shooting electrical 
problems with the exterior lighting.         
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Commission Funding: 15,752 
 
 
 
Project Title: Oldham County 
History Center 
Organization in Charge: Oldham 
County Historical Society 
State Agency Sponsor: Kentucky 
Heritage Council 
Date of Project: 12/31/09 
Lincoln Project Number: 278 
Total Cost of Project: 20,020 
Commission Funding: 14,720 
 
 

 
Supported seven (7) public onsite archaeological digs and 
an annual Archaeological Institute for high school students 
during the summers of 2009-2010.  The archaeology took 
place on the Gatewood Plantation located outside of 
Bedford, KY in Trimble County. Henry Bibb, a prominent 
abolitionist and first black editor of a newspaper in Canada, 
had his last experience as a slave at the Gatewood 
Plantation, which is elaborated on in Mr. Bibb’s narratives.    
 

 
Project Title: Farmington Historic 
Home Improvements 
Organization in Charge: Historic 
Homes Foundation, Inc.  
State Agency Sponsor: Kentucky 
Heritage Council 
Date of Project: 6/30/09 
Lincoln Project Number: 279 
Total Cost of Project: $173,000 
Commission Funding: $6,650 
 
 

 
This is part of a capitol project that provided restoration, 
stabilization and upgrades to the entire Farmington 
Plantation site. Beginning elements of the project included 
the restoration of the museum house (basement dining room 
walls and floor and the rear porch), stabilization of the 
brick walkways surrounding the house, roof replacement on 
the summer kitchen, installation of electricity in the 
Blacksmith’s Shop and Summer Kitchen, and the redesign 
of the entrance from Bardstown Road to accommodate tour 
and school buses. This grant assistd in the rehabilitation of 
several portions of the project elements listed above.        
 

 
Project Title: Joseph Holt House, 
Breckinridge Co. 
Organization in Charge: 
Breckinridge County Fiscal Court 
State Agency Sponsor: Kentucky 
Heritage Council 
Date of Project: 2/27/09 
Lincoln Project Number: 280 
Total Cost of Project: $158,000 
Commission Funding:  $158,000 
 

 
These funds were used for the acquisition of the Judge 
Joseph Holt House and 25 acres in Breckinridge County.  
Holt was appointed by Lincoln to serve as his Judge 
Advocate General and presided over the conspiracy 
hearings following Lincoln’s assassination.  He is also 
credited with influencing Kentucky’s decision to stay with 
the Union.  Preservation of this site by the Holt House 
Commission and the Breckinridge County Fiscal Court 
should propel this site to national importance. 
 
Note: In April 2007, KHC recommended and KALBC 
approved a grant of $108,000.00 for acquisition of the 
property. In January 2008, KHC recommended and 
KALBC approved a grant of $50,000 for stabilization of the 
Holt House after acquisition. Since January 2008, the 
acquisition cost has increased to $158,000.00. On February 
7, 2008, a Jefferson District Court Judge approved the 
Motion of the Guardian of the land owner to sell the 
property for $158,000.00. The Kentucky Heritage Council 
and KALBC approved funding of the entire $158,000.00 
for acquisition of the property in fall of 2008.   
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Project Title: Reading on the 
River: Abraham Lincoln’s Role in 
Kentucky 
Organization in Charge:  
Owensboro Community and 
Technical College 
State Agency Sponsor:  Kentucky 
Humanities Council 
Date of Project: 11/1/08-12/31/09 
Lincoln Project Number:  281 
Total Cost of Project: $4,055 
Commission Funding:  $1,200 
 
 

This grant helped fund a communitywide two-year book 
discussion program in Owensboro.  This grant focused on 
the first book selected for the Reading on the River project.  
The book selected is House of Abraham by Stephen Berry.  
The committee invited Stephen Berry to come to 
Owensboro to give the keynote address and kick-off the 
program.  Most of the grant funds were used to cover his 
honorarium and travel expenses.  A small amount was used 
for printing brochures, postage, and supplies for the 
opening reception.   
 

 
Project Title:  Thinkin’ Lincoln 
Events  
Organization in Charge:  Girl 
Scouts of Kentucky’s Wilderness 
Road Council  
State Agency Sponsor: Kentucky 
Humanities Council, Inc. 
 
Date of Project:  12/1/08 – 
10/31/09 
Lincoln Project Number:  282 
Total Cost of Project: $6,335 
Commission Funding:  $1,200  
 
 
 
 

 
This grant helped fund two Lincoln events for the Girl 
Scouts of Kentucky’s Wilderness Road Council.  The first 
event, held on February 21, 2009 at the Lexington History 
Museum in Lexington, was called “Thinkin’ Lincoln” and 
provided the girls and the adult chaperones with 
information about Abraham Lincoln and his time in 
Kentucky.  The events included a visit from President and 
Mrs. Lincoln portrayed by Cliff and Joan Howard, some 
educational activities presented by the Kentucky Historical 
Society’s education department, a demonstration of log 
splitting and weaving, a dance lesson teaching a dance from 
the Lincoln period, and other activities.  The girls will also 
view the Lincoln exhibit on display at the Museum.  The 
second event that was funded was a Civil War Encampment 
at Camp Nelson in Nicholasville on September 11-12, 
2009.  Grant funds were used to cover the cost of honoraria 
for Stephen Brown, the Principal Humanities advisor; Cliff 
and Joan Howard, Kim Jefferson, Donna Starcher, Steve 
McBride, and Hasan Davis, presenters at these two events.  
Other grant funds were used for program supplies and 
rental of the Lexington History Museum.  
 

 
Project Title: Perryville Battlefield 
State Historic Site Museum Project 
Organization in Charge:  
Perryville Battlefield Preservation 
Association 
State Agency Sponsor: Kentucky 
Historical Society 
Date of Project:  1/09 – 4/09 
Lincoln Project Number:  283 
Total Cost of Project:  $5,000 
Commission Funding:  $2,500 
 
 

 
The Perryville Battlefield Museum used Commission funds 
for an exhibition update.  This project consisted of six 
panels that describe key events during the Battle of 
Perryville.  Museum staff Kurt Holman and Joan House 
completed the research and writing, while Steadfast 
Studios, under the direction of Mike Stretch, designed and 
fabricated the panels. 
 

 
Project Title: In the Time of 

 
“In the Time of Lincoln” consisted of a series of programs 
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Lincoln 
Organization in Charge:  Historic 
Paris-Bourbon County/Hopewell 
Museum 
State Agency Sponsor:  Kentucky 
Historical Society 
Date of Project: 3/09-12/09 
Lincoln Project Number:  284 
Total Cost of Project: $3,500 
Commission Funding:  $1,500 
 
 

centered around the life and impact of Abraham Lincoln.  
Speakers provided educational information about Lincoln’s 
Kentucky connections and the impact of the Civil War on 
the Central Kentucky/Bourbon County region. 
 
 

 
Project Title: Along the Road to 
Freedom 
Organization in Charge:  Matters 
of the Heart, Inc. 
State Agency Sponsor:  Kentucky 
Historical Society 
Date of Project:  2/21/09 
Lincoln Project Number: 285 
Total Cost of Project: $3,350 
Commission Funding: $1,675 
 
 

 
The Matters of the Heart Youth Group presented a play that 
tells the story of the Underground Railroad.  It was adapted 
to present local oral history of an Underground Railroad 
station in Graves County and slave life in Graves County 
before, during, and after the Civil War. It also linked the 
African-American Union soldiers buried in Maplewood 
Cemetery, Mayfield (Graves County), Kentucky to the 
recruitment of African-Americans for war duty, and 
explained the significance of the African-American 
community’s celebration of August 8th.   
 

 
Project Title: “Good Day Mr. 
Lincoln, Good Day Mr. Davis”: A 
Presidential Debate Between 
Kentucky’s native Sons 
Organization in Charge:  McLean 
Co. Fiscal Court 
State Agency Sponsor: Kentucky 
Historical Society 
Date of Project: 1/09-6/09 
Lincoln Project Number: 286 
Total Cost of Project: $5,475 
Commission Funding:  $2,500 
 
 

 
This is a continuation of a project funded by the Kentucky 
Historical Society in the spring/summer of 2008.  At that 
time, KHS provided funds for events surrounding the re-
enactment of the Battle of Sacramento.  This project 
included the production of a forty-five minute educational 
video featuring a “debate” between Kentucky’s two native 
sons-Presidents Lincoln and Davis.  The video/DVD 
incorporates authentic excerpts of speeches from both men 
in a context that portrays their opposing views on both 
national policy and the Civil War.  The objective of the 
project is the framing of historical issues by Mr. Lincoln 
through a visual dialogue in a “first-person” exchange of 
ideas.  Portions of the DVD will be made available on the 
McLean County web site. 
 
 

 
Project Title: Lincoln’s Civil War 
Railroad 
Organization in Charge:  Friends 
of L&N Depot, Inc.  
State Agency Sponsor: Kentucky 
Historical Society 
Date of Project: 2/09-4/09 
Lincoln Project Number: 287 
Total Cost of Project: $5,745 
Commission Funding:  $2,500 

 
The Historic Railpark & Train Museum developed a photo 
exhibition highlighting Lincoln’s involvement with the 
railroad as an attorney in Illinois and his administration’s 
expansion of the railroad resulting in the Transcontinental 
Railroad via twenty-four (24) rare Matthew Brady Civil 
War Railroad photos found at the Smithsonian Institution. 
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Project Title:  Farmington Re-
enactments 
Organization in Charge:  
Farmington Historic Plantation 
State Agency Sponsor: Kentucky 
Historical Society 
Date of Project: 12/08-7/09 
Lincoln Project Number: 288 
Total Cost of Project: $5,000 
Commission Funding:  $2,500 
 
 

 
Farmington Historic Plantation used the grant to support 
four programs: Home for the Holidays, Faces of Slavery, 
Parallel Lives and the James Speed Freemen’s Bureau 
Interview.  Most of the funds were used for re-enactment 
fees as well as honorarium for guest speakers, extra script 
enhancement, etc.  Minimal funding used for new 
marketing materials, printing, and mailing. 
 

 
Project Title: Lincoln presenter at 
“100 Years of the Ohio” 
Organization in Charge: 
Riverside, the Farnsley-Moremen 
Landing   
State Agency Sponsor: Kentucky 
Historical Society 
Date of Project: 1/09-5/09 
Lincoln Project Number:  289 
Total Cost of Project: $24,098 
Commission Funding:  $1,500 
 
 

 
Riverside presented “100 Years on the Ohio: A Living 
Timeline of Louisville’s First Century” in partnership with 
the Falls Landing Foundation for the third year in 2009.  
This timeline event featured re-enactors and presenters 
providing the public with information about each historical 
period in Louisville’s history from 1765 to 1865.  An 
exploration of Lincoln’s role as an important Kentucky and 
national figure was a major highlight of the event and gave 
the 300+ children attending on the additional “school day” 
a meaningful educational experience about Abraham 
Lincoln. 
 
 

 
Project Title: Lincoln: Our Point 
of View 
Organization in Charge:  Seton 
Catholic School 
State Agency Sponsor: Kentucky 
Humanities Council, Inc. 
Date of Project: 1/09-4/09 
Lincoln Project Number: 290 
Total Cost of Project: $6,310 
Commission Funding: $1,050 
 
 

 
This grant helped fund a school-wide celebration of 
Abraham Lincoln's birthday by developing and presenting a 
program to the community including music, student 
presentations on Lincoln, and Chautauqua-like 
presentations.  The program was open to the public, and 
was presented at Northpoint Nursing Facility.  There was 
also a documentary video made of the program.  Grant 
funds were used to pay three scholars working with the 
students to develop the program and for supplies for the 
program including costumes, music, reference materials 
and art/technology supplies. 

 
Project Title: Lincoln Plaque 
Dedication 
Organization in Charge:  Hardin 
Co. History Museum 
State Agency Sponsor:  Kentucky 
Historical Society 
Date of Project:  2/09 
Lincoln Project Number:  291 
Total Cost of Project: $1,819 
Commission Funding: $250 

 
The project entailed dedicating a plaque to honor Abraham 
Lincoln and his 200th birthday.  A small number of hand cut 
stones from the foundation of the house where Lincoln’s 
father and stepmother were married on December 2, 1819 
were obtained, and an arrangement of these stones were 
fashioned on a concrete pedestal in front of the site where 
the vows were exchanged (117 North Main Street, 
Elizabethtown, KY). A bronze plaque was placed on that 
pedestal and a wayside marker with the history of the 
house, photo of it at the time of razing, image of the record 
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of marriage and additional information about the Lincolns 
will be erected as part of the public dedication to be held on 
February 12, 2009. 
 

 
Project Title: Lincoln 
Competitions 
Organization in Charge:  Old 
Mulkey Meeting House State 
Historic Site, Tompkinsville 
State Agency Sponsor: Kentucky 
Historical Society 
Date of Project: 2/09 
Lincoln Project Number:  292 
Total Cost of Project: $500 
Commission Funding: $250 
 
 

 
This grant included a series of Lincoln-related competitions 
(Lincoln look-a-like, Lincoln speech, Lincoln quiz bowl, 
etc) that were held in schools throughout the county the 
week before Lincoln’s birthday.  The winners from each 
school then competed in the county finals at a Lincoln 
Birthday Party held on February 10, 2009 at Joe Harrison 
Carter Elementary School, Tompkinsville, KY.  The 
finals/birthday party was open to the public and included an 
adult division for each of the competitions.  A local choir 
performed songs Lincoln loved and the overall winner of 
the speech contest delivered their speech.  Lincoln 
impersonator Nelson Doyle performed at the finals. 
 
 

 
Lincoln Project Number: 293 
 

 
Not funded  

 
Project Title: A Celebration of 
Lincoln’s Life 
Organization in Charge:  Adair 
Co. 4-H Council, Columbia 
State Agency Sponsor: Kentucky 
Historical Society 
Date of Project: 2/13/09-2/14/09 
Lincoln Project Number: 294 
Total Cost of Project: $500 
Commission Funding: $250 
 
 

 
This program was held on Friday, February 13 at the Adair 
County Cooperative Extension Service or the Adair County 
Public Library.  It was a half day celebration of Lincoln’s 
Life.  The Adair County 4-H Teen Leadership participants 
were responsible for planning and conducting the program.  
The celebration included a penny drive for charity, a 
Lincoln look-a-like contest, a guest speaker who talked 
about Lincoln’s early years, Lincoln-related crafts, a letter 
writing program (where youth wrote letters to Lincoln) and 
a reading program.   

 
Project Title: Meet Mr. Lincoln 
Organization in Charge:  
Louisville Historical League 
State Agency Sponsor:  Kentucky 
Historical Society 
Date of Project: 2/15/09 
Lincoln Project Number: 295 
Total Cost of Project: $400 
Commission Funding: $200 

 
On Sunday, February 15th, the Louisville Historical League 
hosted historian John Kleber, who presented his talk “Meet 
Mr. Lincoln.”  The event was held at the Episcopal Church 
of the Advent in Louisville 
 

 
Project Title: Lincoln Art Contest 
Organization in Charge:  
Harrodsburg First 
State Agency Sponsor:  Kentucky 
Historical Society 
Date of Project:  1/09-2/09 
Lincoln Project Number: 296 

 
As part of the Kentucky Abraham Lincoln Bicentennial 
celebration, local art students were asked to participate in a 
Lincoln artwork contest.  Students were asked to create 
projects illustrating the life and legacy of the famous leader.  
Students were encouraged to use their creativity.  Some 
chose to build miniature replicas of Lincoln’s boyhood 
home and others painted portraits of Abraham Lincoln.  
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Total Cost of Project: $100 
Commission Funding: $50 
 
 

The winners of the artwork contest had their projects 
displayed in downtown business windows and storefronts.   
 
 

 
Project Title:  Lincoln’s Cave Hill 
Organization in Charge:  Cave 
Hill Heritage Foundation, Inc., 
Louisville 
State Agency Sponsor: Kentucky 
Historical Society 
Date of Project:  2/8/09 
Lincoln Project Number:  297 
Total Cost of Project: $500 
Commission Funding: $250 
 
 

 
On Sunday, February 8th, 2009, Cave Hill Cemetery in 
Louisville, KY held an event entitled “Lincoln’s Cave 
Hill.” This was a walking tour of the historic cemetery and 
featured the gravesites of Joshua Fry Speed (Lincoln’s best 
friend), James Speed (Lincoln’s attorney general), and 
many other Lincoln acquaintances, including Civil War 
gravesites and contextual history. 
 
 

 
Project Title:  Celebrating Lincoln 
in Song 
Organization in Charge:  Meade 
County 4-H, Brandenburg 
State Agency Sponsor:  Kentucky 
Historical Society 
Date of Project: 2/12/09 
Lincoln Project Number:  298 
Total Cost of Project: $250 
Commission Funding: $125 
 
 

 
This project, held February 12, 2009, was a county-wide 
choir of churches singing period songs to President 
Abraham Lincoln’s life and times.  The songs included 
those which President and Mrs. Lincoln appreciated, 
audience favorites and those which occurred following his 
death in 1865.  Audience participants were encouraged to 
sing along.  Meade County secured the Buck Grove Church 
in rural Brandenburg for the site.  Members of the Meade 
County 4-H photography club documented the event 
through pictures and will display these at the county and 
state fair, the county courthouse and area businesses. 
 
 

 
Lincoln Project Number: 299 
 

 
Not funded 

 
Project Title: Lincoln in Northern 
Kentucky and Cincinnati 
Organization in Charge:  
Behringer-Crawford Museum, 
Covington 
State Agency Sponsor: Kentucky 
Historical Society 
Date of Project: 2/12/09 & 2/15/09 
Lincoln Project Number: 300 
Total Cost of Project: $500 
Commission Funding:  $250 
 
 

 
The project consisted of two presentations by Dr. Paul 
Tenkotte.  The first focused on Lincoln’s connections to 
and influence on Northern Kentucky and Cincinnati.  Part 
of the presentation also focused on Salmon P. Chase, 
Lincoln’s Secretary of the Treasury.  The second 
presentation focused on the slavery issue and its impact on 
the Ohio River region. 
 

 
Project Title:  Lincoln Heritage 
Room 
Organization in Charge:  The 
Lincoln Museum 

 
The Lincoln Museum is in the process of converting its’ 2nd 
floor gallery into a Lincoln Heritage Room.  This 
permanent exhibition will be designed and fabricated by 
Murphy Catton, Inc. of Walton, Ky.  The planned story 



                            
62

State Agency Sponsor: Kentucky 
Historical Society 
Date of Project:  12/08-4/09 
Lincoln Project Number: 301 
Total Cost of Project: $40,000 
Commission Funding: $25,000 
 
 

lines for the gallery are: Lincoln’s family (including 
important Hodgenville Lincoln sites, what the town was 
like in the era of Lincoln’s youth and why the family left 
Kentucky) and how LaRue County and Hodgenville have 
commemorated Lincoln (focusing on the centennial, 
sesquicentennial and bicentennial celebrations) 
 

Project Number 302 not used  
 
Project Title: Limestone Chorale 
Performance at Kennedy Center 
Organization in Charge:  
Limestone Chorale, Maysville 
State Agency Sponsor: Kentucky 
Historical Society 
Date of Project: 2/15/09-2/17/09 
Lincoln Project Number:  303 
Total Cost of Project: $33,335 
Commission Funding: $1,500 
 
 

 
The Limestone Chorale of Maysville was invited to 
participate in the Lincoln Bicentennial Choral Festival at 
the Kennedy Center in Washington, DC, on February 16, 
2009.  According to the Kennedy Center’s events calendar, 
this event was held “in celebration of the 200th birthday of 
Abraham Lincoln, Music Celebrations International 
presents a 350-voice festival chorus in a stirring musical 
tribute to the time, legacy and words of our sixteenth 
president.”  The Chorale’s presence provided a Kentucky 
link to this event, and the organization later performed the 
Festival music for Maysville citizens.  This grant funding 
helped provide travel logistics for members, and allowed 
these Kentuckians to participate in the Kennedy Center 
event. 
 
 

 
Project Title:  American 
University of Paris Lincoln 
Conference 
Organization in Charge:  
University of Louisville 
State Agency Sponsor: Kentucky 
Historical Society 
Date of Project: 10/17/09-
10/18/09  
Lincoln Project Number:  304 
Total Cost of Project: $5,000 
Commission Funding: $1,000 
 
 

 
The American University of Paris invited Dr. Thomas 
Mackey of the University of Louisville to participate in a 
Lincoln Bicentennial Conference on October 17-18, 2009.  
Dr. Mackey has been active in Kentucky’s Lincoln 
Bicentennial commemoration, making numerous 
appearances and serving as head teacher of the Lincoln 
Birthplace’s Teacher Workshop in 2007.  Dr. Mackey’s 
appearance at the Paris conference reflected positively on 
Kentucky and reinforced that the commonwealth is the 
birthplace of Abraham Lincoln.   
 

 
Project Title: A Shirt Tailed Boy 
Named Abe 
Organization in Charge:  
Lexington Opera Society State 
Agency Sponsor: Kentucky 
Humanities Council, Inc. 
Date of Project: 5/1/09-11/30/09 
Lincoln Project Number:  305 
Total Cost of Project: $13,200 
Commission Funding: $6,600 
 

 
This grant helped fund taking the history musical, “A Shirt 
Tailed Boy Named Abe” to approximately 40 to 60 
elementary schools throughout Kentucky.  Abraham 
Lincoln spent these critical first seven years in the central 
heart of the state of Kentucky.  Through spirited dialogue 
and song, history unfolds as four “Friends” discuss, argue, 
and act-out various moments in Lincoln’s early life in 
Kentucky, moments that set seeds for well known character 
traits that influenced Lincoln’s behavior while he served as 
a lawyer, a U.S. Senator and the 16th President of the 
United States.  The Opera Society has produced a teacher’s 
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guide to go along with the children’s opera.  The intent is to 
enlighten and inspire as well as entertain young audiences 
by relating little known facts and details of young Lincoln’s 
life in Kentucky. 
 

 
Project Title: Wayfinding and 
Interpretive Signage for Lincoln 
Heritage House (partially 
constructed by Thomas Lincoln) 
and Sarah Bush Johnston Memorial 
Cabin in Elizabethtown’s Freeman 
Lake Park 
Organization in Charge:  
Elizabethtown Tourism and 
Convention Bureau  
State Agency Sponsor: Kentucky 
Historical Society 
Date of Project: 5/09-8/09 
Lincoln Project Number:  306 
Total Cost of Project: $8,301 
Commission Funding: $4,686 
 

 
Lincoln Trail Interpretive signs were installed at the 
Lincoln Heritage House and the Sarah Bush Johnston 
Memorial Cabin.  The sign text and design was drafted by 
Mudpuppy and Waterdog, INC., authors of the Lincoln 
Commission’s Cultural Resources Inventory.  Signs adhere 
to Lincoln Trail design standards and were approved by the 
Kentucky Historical Society.  
 
 

 
 
Report compiled by the Kentucky Historical Society: February 10, 2010.   
 


