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Tom	
  Burnham,	
  Mississippi	
  State	
  Superintendent	
  of	
  Public	
  Education	
  
Burnham	
  previously	
  served	
  as	
  Superintendent	
  for	
  the	
  Henderson	
  County	
  Public	
  Schools	
  in	
  North	
  
Carolina	
  and	
  the	
  Biloxi	
  Public	
  Schools	
  in	
  Mississippi.	
  	
  He	
  was	
  Dean	
  of	
  the	
  School	
  of	
  Education	
  at	
  the	
  
University	
  of	
  Mississippi	
  in	
  Oxford,	
  where	
  he	
  was	
  responsible	
  for	
  the	
  Mississippi	
  Teacher	
  Corps	
  
among	
  other	
  programs.	
  	
  Burnham	
  led	
  Mississippi's	
  public	
  school	
  system	
  once	
  before,	
  from	
  1992	
  
until	
  1997.	
  
	
  
Richard	
  Crandall,	
  Arizona	
  State	
  Senator	
  	
  	
  
Crandall	
  is	
  Chairman	
  of	
  the	
  Arizona	
  Senate	
  Education	
  Committee.	
  	
  Crandall	
  served	
  as	
  President	
  of	
  
the	
  Mesa	
  School	
  Board	
  before	
  being	
  elected	
  to	
  the	
  Arizona	
  House	
  of	
  Representatives	
  in	
  2007	
  and	
  
the	
  Arizona	
  State	
  Senate	
  in	
  2010.	
  	
  He	
  is	
  Vice-­‐Chair	
  of	
  the	
  Education	
  Committee	
  of	
  the	
  National	
  
Conference	
  of	
  State	
  Legislatures.	
  
	
  
Linda	
  Darling-­Hammond,	
  Charles	
  E.	
  Ducommun	
  Professor	
  of	
  Education	
  at	
  Stanford	
  
University	
  	
  	
  
Darling-­‐Hammond	
  is	
  a	
  former	
  President	
  of	
  the	
  American	
  Educational	
  Research	
  Association	
  and	
  
member	
  of	
  the	
  National	
  Academy	
  of	
  Education.	
  	
  She	
  served	
  as	
  Executive	
  Director	
  of	
  the	
  National	
  
Commission	
  on	
  Teaching	
  and	
  America’s	
  Future.	
  	
  While	
  at	
  Stanford	
  University,	
  Darling-­‐Hammond	
  
has	
  launched	
  the	
  Stanford	
  Educational	
  Leadership	
  Institute	
  and	
  the	
  School	
  Redesign	
  Network.	
  
	
  
Arne	
  Duncan,	
  U.S.	
  Secretary	
  of	
  Education	
  	
  	
  
Prior	
  to	
  his	
  appointment	
  as	
  Secretary	
  of	
  Education,	
  Duncan	
  served	
  as	
  the	
  Chief	
  Executive	
  Officer	
  of	
  
the	
  Chicago	
  Public	
  Schools	
  from	
  2001	
  through	
  2008.	
  	
  Previously,	
  Duncan	
  ran	
  the	
  Ariel	
  Education	
  
Initiative	
  (1992-­‐1998),	
  a	
  nonprofit	
  focused	
  on	
  advancing	
  educational	
  opportunities	
  in	
  economically	
  
disadvantaged	
  areas.	
  	
  
	
  
Robert	
  King,	
  President	
  of	
  the	
  Kentucky	
  Council	
  on	
  Postsecondary	
  Education	
  
King	
  is	
  the	
  former	
  Chancellor	
  of	
  the	
  State	
  University	
  of	
  New	
  York.	
  	
  More	
  recently,	
  he	
  served	
  as	
  
President	
  and	
  CEO	
  of	
  the	
  Arizona	
  Community	
  Foundation.	
  	
  He	
  has	
  served	
  on	
  the	
  White	
  House	
  
Commission	
  on	
  Presidential	
  Scholars	
  and	
  the	
  Education	
  Committee	
  of	
  UNESCO.	
  
	
  
Mari	
  Koerner,	
  Dean	
  of	
  the	
  Mary	
  Lou	
  Fulton	
  Teachers	
  College	
  at	
  Arizona	
  State	
  University	
  	
  	
  
Koerner	
  was	
  Associate	
  Dean	
  of	
  the	
  College	
  of	
  Education	
  at	
  Roosevelt	
  University	
  in	
  Chicago	
  and	
  
Director	
  of	
  Teacher	
  Education	
  and	
  Chair	
  of	
  the	
  Curriculum	
  and	
  Instruction	
  Department	
  at	
  the	
  
University	
  of	
  Massachusetts	
  Boston.	
  	
  She	
  is	
  currently	
  on	
  the	
  Board	
  of	
  Examiners	
  for	
  the	
  National	
  
Council	
  for	
  Accreditation	
  of	
  Teacher	
  Education.	
  	
  



	
  
John	
  Merrow,	
  President	
  of	
  Learning	
  Matters	
  	
  	
  
Merrow	
  began	
  his	
  career	
  as	
  an	
  education	
  reporter	
  with	
  National	
  Public	
  Radio	
  in	
  1974,	
  with	
  the	
  
weekly	
  series,	
  “Options	
  in	
  Education.”	
  	
  In	
  1984,	
  Merrow	
  branched	
  out	
  into	
  public	
  television.	
  	
  He	
  
served	
  as	
  host	
  of	
  The	
  Merrow	
  Report,	
  an	
  award-­‐winning	
  documentary	
  series.	
  	
  He	
  is	
  currently	
  the	
  
Education	
  Correspondent	
  for	
  PBS	
  NewsHour.	
  	
  
	
  
Robert	
  Schwartz,	
  Francis	
  Keppel	
  Professor	
  of	
  Practice	
  of	
  Educational	
  Policy	
  and	
  
Administration	
  and	
  Academic	
  Dean	
  at	
  the	
  Harvard	
  Graduate	
  School	
  of	
  Education	
  
Schwartz	
  has	
  played	
  a	
  variety	
  of	
  roles	
  in	
  education	
  and	
  government	
  over	
  the	
  past	
  four	
  decades,	
  
including	
  high	
  school	
  teacher	
  and	
  principal,	
  education	
  advisor	
  to	
  Governor	
  Dukakis	
  of	
  
Massachusetts,	
  assistant	
  director	
  of	
  the	
  National	
  Institute	
  of	
  Education,	
  director	
  of	
  the	
  education	
  
program	
  at	
  the	
  Pew	
  Charitable	
  Trusts,	
  and	
  President	
  of	
  Achieve	
  Inc.	
  	
  	
  
	
  
Vivien	
  Stewart,	
  Senior	
  Advisor	
  for	
  Education	
  and	
  Chair	
  of	
  the	
  Asia	
  Society	
  Confucius	
  
Classrooms	
  Initiative,	
  Asia	
  Society	
  	
  	
  
Prior	
  to	
  joining	
  the	
  Asia	
  Society,	
  Stewart	
  directed	
  the	
  children	
  and	
  youth	
  programs	
  at	
  the	
  Carnegie	
  
Corporation	
  of	
  New	
  York.	
  	
  Stewart	
  has	
  been	
  Senior	
  Policy	
  Advisor	
  to	
  the	
  UN	
  Special	
  Representative	
  
of	
  the	
  Secretary-­‐General	
  for	
  Children	
  and	
  Armed	
  Conflict	
  and	
  a	
  Visiting	
  Scholar	
  at	
  Teachers	
  College,	
  
Columbia	
  University.	
  	
  
	
  
Thomas	
  Toch,	
  Co-­founder,	
  Education	
  Sector	
  
Toch	
  is	
  the	
  Co-­‐Founder	
  of	
  Education	
  Sector,	
  a	
  Washington,	
  DC-­‐based	
  think	
  tank.	
  	
  He	
  has	
  taught	
  at	
  
Harvard,	
  spent	
  three	
  years	
  at	
  the	
  Brookings	
  Institution,	
  and	
  has	
  been	
  Executive	
  Director	
  of	
  
Independent	
  Education,	
  Co-­‐Managing	
  Editor	
  of	
  Education	
  Week,	
  and	
  education	
  correspondent	
  at	
  
U.S.	
  News	
  and	
  World	
  Report.	
  
	
  
Marc	
  Tucker,	
  President	
  and	
  Chief	
  Executive	
  Officer	
  of	
  the	
  National	
  Center	
  on	
  Education	
  and	
  
the	
  Economy	
  	
  	
  
At	
  the	
  Center,	
  Tucker	
  created	
  the	
  National	
  Institute	
  for	
  School	
  Leadership,	
  America’s	
  Choice,	
  Inc.,	
  
and	
  the	
  Commission	
  on	
  the	
  Skills	
  of	
  the	
  American	
  Workforce.	
  	
  He	
  was	
  the	
  Director	
  of	
  the	
  Carnegie	
  
Forum	
  on	
  Education	
  and	
  the	
  Economy,	
  which	
  created	
  the	
  National	
  Board	
  for	
  Professional	
  Teaching	
  
Standards.	
  
	
  
Jerry	
  Weast,	
  Superintendent	
  of	
  the	
  Montgomery	
  County	
  Public	
  Schools	
  	
  	
  
Weast	
  has	
  served	
  as	
  a	
  superintendent	
  for	
  over	
  30	
  years,	
  overseeing	
  eight	
  school	
  districts	
  in	
  five	
  
states	
  including	
  Kansas,	
  Montana,	
  South	
  Dakota,	
  North	
  Carolina,	
  and	
  most	
  recently	
  Maryland	
  where	
  
he	
  has	
  drawn	
  widespread	
  praise	
  for	
  narrowing	
  academic	
  achievement	
  gaps.	
  	
  
	
  
Randi	
  Weingarten,	
  President	
  of	
  the	
  American	
  Federation	
  of	
  Teachers	
  
Before	
  becoming	
  AFT	
  President,	
  Weingarten	
  served	
  for	
  twelve	
  years	
  as	
  President	
  of	
  the	
  United	
  
Federation	
  of	
  Teachers,	
  AFT	
  Local	
  2	
  in	
  New	
  York	
  City.	
  	
  She	
  was	
  counsel	
  to	
  the	
  UFT	
  from	
  1986	
  to	
  
1998.	
  	
  Weingarten	
  is	
  a	
  lawyer	
  and	
  a	
  teacher.	
  	
  She	
  taught	
  history	
  at	
  the	
  high	
  school	
  level	
  in	
  
Brooklyn’s	
  Crown	
  Heights	
  for	
  six	
  years.	
  
	
  
John	
  Wilson,	
  Executive	
  Director	
  of	
  the	
  National	
  Education	
  Association	
  	
  
Previously,	
  Wilson	
  served	
  as	
  President	
  and	
  Executive	
  Director	
  of	
  the	
  North	
  Carolina	
  Association	
  of	
  
Educators.	
  	
  He	
  has	
  been	
  a	
  member	
  of	
  the	
  NEA	
  Board	
  of	
  Directors	
  and	
  the	
  NEA	
  Executive	
  Committee.	
  	
  
Wilson	
  began	
  his	
  career	
  as	
  a	
  middle	
  school	
  teacher,	
  teaching	
  special	
  needs	
  students	
  for	
  20	
  years.	
  	
  
	
  


