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WHERE IS THE LINCOLN HERITAGE SCENIC HIGHWAY LOCATED?
The Lincoln Heritage Scenic Highway corridor is approximately 71.2 miles travelling  northeast along US 31E from Hodgenville to Bardstown, then heads east on US 150 from Bardstown to Danville. The corridor passes through the towns of Hodgenville, New Haven, Bardstown, Springfield, Perryville, and

Danville. (see enclosed map of route).  
The Lincoln Heritage Scenic Highway is a collaborative effort between the Rural Heritage Development Initiative (RHDI), Preservation Kentucky, the Kentucky Department of Transportation, local officials, residents and business owners, and many others in the community with a vested interest in the Lincoln Heritage Scenic Highway.  A volunteer steering committee of community members from each of the four counties represented (Boyle, Washington, Nelson and LaRue) has worked to complete a plan for the highway and receive National Scenic Byway designation. 
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WHAT IS A NATIONAL SCENIC BYWAY?
The National Scenic Byways Program is part of the U.S. Department of Transportation, Federal Highway Administration. The program is a grass-roots collaborative effort established to help recognize, preserve and enhance selected roads throughout the United States. Since 1992, the National Scenic Byways Program has funded 2,181 projects for state and nationally designated byway routes in 50 states, Puerto Rico and the District of Columbia. The U.S. Secretary of Transportation recognizes certain roads as National Scenic Byways based on one or more archeological, cultural, historic, natural, recreational and scenic qualities.  An Scenic Byway is a route that people generally enjoy traveling and that reflects the intrinsic qualities of a region (archeological, cultural, historic, natural, recreational, and scenic).  A Byway can consist of one or more roads, and can include rural or developed areas. 

For more information on the National Scenic Byways Program, visit www.byways.org.
WHAT ARE THE BENEFITS OF BECOMING A NATIONAL SCENIC BYWAY?
Some of the benefits of becoming a National Scenic Byway are:
· Promotion - The Lincoln Heritage Scenic Highway will be promoted nationally and internationally through the NSBP, as well as additional efforts by local groups and the Kentucky Scenic Highways Program.  Marketing and economic efforts will continue to grow and encourage statewide initiatives that promote all communities and their unique qualities. Communities can benefit from statewide campaigns and local efforts that are designed to draw the traveler to their communities.
· Preservation - Preserving the Intrinsic Qualities of the Lincoln Heritage Scenic Highway is essential to its long-term integrity and sustainability. Byways create legacies and offer opportunities to preserve special places.
· Partnerships - Even before nomination or designation, citizens and key stakeholders are engaged to create and foster a byway vision. Partnerships, both formal and informal, are needed to begin and sustain a successful byway.  Many partners bring new resources to the table through their knowledge of the area, expertise, personal commitment and access to public or private funding sources. National designation offers the opportunity to expand partnerships well beyond local or state boundaries.
· Pride - National Scenic Byway designation can instill a greater sense of awareness and pride among citizens. Neighbors learn and share with one another. People work with each other to identify the resources that the community believes form the basis of the story of the byway.  Byways attract volunteers who may help clear a trail, repair or restore a building, participate in planning, or advance the overall interest of the byway in the community. The byway itself may become the connecting force between communities along a route.  The byway is noted on the America's Byways map and logo signs along the route build a shared identity. The byway becomes part of the National Scenic Byway collection.
· Funding - Many funding opportunities are offered to National Scenic Byways that can assist the Byway in achieving their goals.  For example, $35 million was authorized for National Scenic Byway funding in FY2007.  This amount increases every year and is available to National and State Designated Scenic Byways in the United States.  
THE LINCOLN HERITAGE SCENIC HIGHWAY – MAJOR THEMES
The Lincoln Heritage Scenic Highway has a significant diversity of resources and traveler

interests.  Abraham Lincoln, Bourbon Heritage, Religious Heritage, Civil War History and

Kentucky Regional History immerge as prominent themes along the corridor. 

Abraham Lincoln:  The highway travels along several key sites important in the early Kentucky Lincoln story including the Abraham Lincoln Birthplace and Boyhood Home National Parks, the Abraham Lincoln statues in downtown Hodgenville and Springfield, the Lincoln Homestead State Park and Mordecai Lincoln Home.  

Civil War History:  Significant Civil War sites along and in close proximity to the highway include Perryville Battlefield, State Historic Park, site of the largest battle fought in Kentucky; the Danville National Cemetery, where many Union soldiers and some Confederate soldiers were laid to rest during and after the war and the Civil War History museum in Bardstown. 
Bourbon Heritage: Portions of the Bourbon Trail, and several bourbon distilleries, passes along and in close proximity to the Lincoln Heritage Scenic Highway including the Heaven Hill Bourbon Heritage Center in Bardstown.
Religious Settlement: Religion is prominent along the Lincoln Heritage Scenic Highway. Located outsie of New Haven, the Abbey of Our Lady of Gethsemani is America’s oldest Trappist Monastery. The oldest

Catholic Cathedral (St. Joseph) and oldest seminary (St. Thomas) west of the Allegheny Mountains are located in Bardstown.
Early Kentucky History:  Other important themes in early Kentucky history are represented along the corridor at Constitution Square in Danville  and Centre College.
[image: image4.png]


LEAD PARTNERS
Several agencies and organizations worked together with local community leaders and a volunteer advisory committee to submit the designation.  The nomination was submitted by LaRue County as the government partner. Lead partners are:

Preservation Kentucky, Inc. is a membership based, non-profit organization dedicated to preserving Kentucky’s historic resources through education and advocacy.   The Rural Heritage Development Initiative is a rural preservation pilot project to implement preservation-based economic development strategies in eight central Kentucky counties:  Boyle, Green, LaRue, Marion, Mercer, Nelson, Taylor and Washington.  The RHDI is sponsored by Preservation Kentucky, the Kentucky Heritage Council/State Historic Preservation Office, and the National Trust for Historic Preservation and funded through a grant from the W. K. Kellogg Foundation with financial match from private donors and the local communities.  For more information about both, visit www.preservationkentucky.org.
An agency of the Kentucky Tourism, Arts and Heritage Cabinet, the Kentucky Heritage Council / State Historic Preservation Office is responsible for the identification, protection and preservation of prehistoric resources and historic buildings, sites and cultural resources throughout the Commonwealth, in partnership with other state and federal agencies, local communities and interested citizens.  This mission is integral to making communities more livable and has a far-ranging impact on issues as diverse as economic development, jobs creation, affordable housing, tourism, community revitalization, environmental conservation and quality of life.  www.heritage.ky.gov 

Amy Potts
Rural Heritage Development Initiative (RHDI)

PO Box 5192
Frankfort, Kentucky 40602
amy@preservationkentucky.org
(859) 612-1932
. 
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