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  The Council on Postsecondary Education estimates that Kentucky’s postsecondary enrollment 
has continued its annual growth with over 270,000 students studying in the public and independent 
colleges and universities.  Total enrollment increased 4 percent over last year and 40 percent over the 
last 10 years.  Final fall enrollment numbers will be available in the spring of 2011. 

o KCTCS led the public sector with growth of 6 percent in one year, for a total of 106,500 students.  
Over the past 10 years, KCTCS enrollment has grown by 79 percent. 

o Public universities estimated modest total enrollment growth of 1.8 percent over last year. The 
University of Kentucky, Eastern Kentucky University and Northern Kentucky University had the 
largest one‐year undergraduate growth, while Kentucky State University and Murray State 
University both increased enrollments significantly at the graduate level.  

o Western Kentucky University, Northern Kentucky University and Kentucky State University report 
the largest increases over the past 10 years.  

o Kentucky’s non‐public, non‐profit (AIKCU) institutions experienced steady enrollment growth at 
both the undergraduate and graduate levels, with total growth of 5 percent over the prior year.  

o The proprietary sector reported the largest percent growth compared to last fall, with Sullivan 
University expanding by an estimated 10.5 percent, primarily in business and pharmacy programs at 
the graduate level. Although less than 10 percent of Kentucky’s postsecondary students attend 
proprietary institutions, year‐to‐year growth in this sector is strong, following national trends. 
 

 

20102009200820072006200520042003200220012000

Kentucky's Enrollment Growth

Fall Semester Headcount Enrollment at Kentucky's Public and 
Independent Colleges and Universities

Undergraduate  Graduate

169,366

24,364

238,969

32,383



Kentucky Postsecondary Estimated Enrollment*
Fall 2010

Institution
N % N %

Undergraduate**
Eastern Kentucky University 12,909 13,991 14,395 404 2.9% 1,486 11.5%
Kentucky State University 2,129 2,638 2,602 (36) -1.4% 473 22.2%
Morehead State University 6,755 7,550 7,538 (12) -0.2% 783 11.6%
Murray State University 7,492 8,249 8,262 13 0.2% 770 10.3%
Northern Kentucky University 10,859 13,206 13,551 345 2.6% 2,692 24.8%
University of Kentucky 16,899 19,217 19,994 777 4.0% 3,095 18.3%
University of Louisville 14,477 15,619 15,730 111 0.7% 1,253 8.7%
Western Kentucky University 13,272 17,645 17,776 131 0.7% 4,504 33.9%
  Total Universities 84,792 98,115 99,848 1,733 1.8% 15,056 17.8%

KCTCS 59,415 100,348 106,500 6,152 6.1% 47,085 79.2%

  Total Public 144,207 198,463 206,348 7,885 4.0% 62,141 43.1%

AIKCU Institutions 21,445 26,697 27,817 1,120 4.2% 6,372 29.7%

Total Undergraduate 165,652 225,160 234,165 9,005 4.0% 68,513 41.4%

Proprietary Institution 3,714 4,596 4,804 208 4.5% 1,090 29.3%

Total UG with Proprietary 169,366 229,756 238,969 9,213 4.0% 69,603 41.1%

Graduate and Above***
Eastern Kentucky University 1,748 2,277 2,130 (147) -6.5% 382 21.9%
Kentucky State University 125 196 241 45 23.0% 116 92.8%
Morehead State University 1,572 1,496 1,466 (30) -2.0% (106) -6.7%
Murray State University 1,649 1,829 1,938 109 6.0% 289 17.5%
Northern Kentucky University 1,242 2,199 2,249 50 2.3% 1,007 81.1%
University of Kentucky 6,953 7,954 7,957 3 0.0% 1,004 14.4%
University of Louisville 6,291 6,412 6,470 58 0.9% 179 2.8%
Western Kentucky University 2,244 3,067 3,079 12 0.4% 835 37.2%
  Total Universities 21,824 25,430 25,530 100 0.4% 3,706 17.0%

AIKCU Institutions 2,391 5,447 5,807 360 6.6% 3,416 142.9%

Total Graduate 24,215 30,877 31,337 460 1.5% 7,122 29.4%

Proprietary Institution 149 699 1,046 347 49.6% 897 602.0%

Total Grad with Proprietary 24,364 31,576 32,383 807 2.6% 8,019 32.9%

Total Headcount
Eastern Kentucky University 14,657 16,268 16,525 257 1.6% 1,868 12.7%
Kentucky State University 2,254 2,834 2,843 9 0.3% 589 26.1%
Morehead State University 8,327 9,046 9,004 (42) -0.5% 677 8.1%
Murray State University 9,141 10,078 10,200 122 1.2% 1,059 11.6%
Northern Kentucky University 12,101 15,405 15,800 395 2.6% 3,699 30.6%
University of Kentucky 23,852 27,171 27,951 780 2.9% 4,099 17.2%
University of Louisville 20,768 22,031 22,200 169 0.8% 1,432 6.9%
Western Kentucky University 15,516 20,712 20,855 143 0.7% 5,339 34.4%
  Total Universities 106,616 123,545 125,378 1,833 1.5% 18,762 17.6%

KCTCS 59,415 100,348 106,500 6,152 6.1% 47,085 79.2%

Total Public 166,031 223,893 231,878 7,985 3.6% 65,847 39.7%

AIKCU Institutions 23,836 32,144 33,624 1,480 4.6% 9,788 41.1%

Total Enrollment 189,867 256,037 265,502 9,465 3.7% 75,635 39.8%

Proprietary Institution 3,863 5,295 5,850 555 10.5% 1,987 51.4%

Total Enrollment with Proprietary 193,730 261,332 271,352 10,020 3.8% 77,622 40.1%
September 10, 2010
Source:  Council on Postsecondary Education Comprehensive Data Base.
*Final fall enrollments will be available in spring 2011. Recent estimates have varied from actual enrollments by + or - 2%.
**Totals may vary from other CPE reports due to the inclusion here of post-baccalaureate certificate students in undergraduate totals. 
***Includes master's, doctoral, post-doctoral, and house staff (medical residents).
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