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Improving Educator Quality Grant Descriptions 
 
Morehead State University: $150,000 
Increasing College Readiness Through Assessment Led Instruction in Middle and High School 
Classrooms 
Krista Barton, principal investigator 
k.barton@morehead-st.edu 
 
Morehead State University, in collaboration with Berea College, proposes to improve college 
readiness skills among middle and high school students in all content areas as a result of 
increased reading comprehension and the processing of written information. The project will 
identify students in need of accelerated learning through rigorous and scientifically researched 
assessment practices to make appropriate content-based interventions or referrals for 
assistance in reading instruction. These students will be assisted through the implementation of 
research-based instructional methods for teaching reading comprehension embedded in content 
instruction. The project will integrate EPAS professional development to assist teachers in 
providing intervention in Core Content areas for students in need of accelerated learning. This 
project was selected by Council staff as eligible for renewal for a second year based on 
adequate progress in the first year. 
 
Morehead State University: $140,000 
The Math and Science Partnership:  Increasing Math and Science Instruction and Achievement 
in Middle School Classrooms—Year 2  
Cathy Gunn, principal investigator 
c.gunn@morehead-st.edu 
 
In the second year of this project, Morehead State University proposes to continue to increase 
mathematics and science achievement of middle school students in several eastern Kentucky 
school districts though the integration of scientifically researched instructional strategies that 
have been effective in math and science achievement.  The project will foster the development 
of active, engaged, independent scientific and mathematical thinkers in middle school 
classrooms.  In addition, it will foster the development of knowledge, skills, and attitudes that 
support learning strategies used by science and mathematics teachers that result in active, 
engaged, and independent middle school scientific and mathematical thinkers. 
 
Murray State University: $140,000 
West Kentucky Mathematics Partnership II—Year 2  
W.A. Franklin, principal investigator 
wa.franklin@coe.murraystate.edu 
 
In the second year of this project, Murray State University, in collaboration with the University of 
Kentucky/Paducah Engineering School, proposes to build upon the work of their previous West 
Kentucky Mathematics Partnership grant to continue to improve teacher content knowledge and 
student achievement in mathematics in the districts served by the project. The project will focus 
on using student assessments to improve and guide instruction. An important goal of the project 
is to incorporate real-world applications into the math that is taught in the classroom. 
Participating districts are particularly focused on using EPAS data more effectively to improve 
instruction and move their students toward college readiness.   
 
Northern Kentucky University: $145,000 
Certifying World Language Teachers for Kentucky  
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Tom Leech, principal investigator 
leech@nku.edu 
 
Northern Kentucky University, in collaboration with Thomas More College, proposes to offer an 
intensive scholarship-based Option 7 summer institute to prepare fifteen qualified candidates for 
certification as world language teachers in Kentucky.  The project will serve individuals already 
teaching world languages in Commonwealth schools with limited or emergency certification, as 
bilingual aides, and as substitute teachers, as well as those with the appropriate academic 
degrees and language proficiency who wish to teach, but who did not or cannot pursue 
traditional paths to teacher certification.  The project includes six weeks of graduate instruction, 
a week of immersion in a world language day camp, and a series of embedded follow-up 
activities, observations, and mentorship.  This project has been selected by Council staff as 
eligible for renewal for a second year based on adequate progress in the first year. 
 
University of Kentucky: $150,000 
Literacy + Numeracy=Exponential Learning 
Earl Hughes, principal investigator 
earl.hughes@uky.edu 
 
The Collaborative Center for Literacy Development at the University of Kentucky, in 
collaboration with Eastern Kentucky University and Northern Kentucky University, proposes to 
increase 5th to 12th grade student access to and comprehension of mathematics texts and 
content material for accelerated learning.  This project will provide professional development for 
up to 45 upper elementary, middle, and high school mathematics teachers.  Teachers in four 
rural districts will be grouped into professional learning communities to further support and 
extend their learning using both face-to-face meeting and an online community of practice.  This 
project has been selected by Council staff as eligible for renewal for a second year based on 
adequate progress in the first year. 
 
University of Kentucky: $139,000 
Number Properties and Operations:  A Key to Student Success on EPAS—Year 2  
Kim Zeidler, principal investigator 
kim.zeidler@uky.edu  
 
In the second year of this project, the University of Kentucky, in collaboration with Eastern 
Kentucky University and Somerset Community College, proposes to further a project that is 
helping all students to develop the aspirations and skills to be successful in postsecondary 
settings. This project will provide the content and strategies to increase student performance in 
the algebra and geometry components of EPAS and the Kentucky Core Content Test (KCCT). 
The project will enhance secondary teachers’ conceptual understanding and pedagogical 
content knowledge as well as their ability to implement effective mathematics instruction using 
research-based strategies to prepare all students for success on the EPAS assessments. 
 
University of Kentucky:  $140,000 
Science Literacy for Middle School Teachers—Year 2  
Carol Hanley, principal investigator 
chanley@email.uky.edu 
 
 
In the second year of this project, the University of Kentucky, in collaboration with the University 
of Louisville, proposes to continue to present teachers with an opportunity to learn content 
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related to current issues in life, Earth, and environmental sciences along with 21st century 
literacy skills for learning and teaching that content.  The project will provide professional 
development for teachers to learn internet-based strategies that will be contextualized in current 
science issues using a “train-the-trainer” model.   
 
Western Kentucky University: $140,000 
Learning Capacity Advancement in Middle School Science and Mathematics—Year 2  
Roger Pankratz, principal investigator 
roger.pankratz@wku.edu 
 
 
In the second year of this project, Western Kentucky University, in collaboration with 
Elizabethtown Community and Technical College, proposes to continue to provide professional 
development to middle school teachers for the purpose of improving students’ performance on 
the EXPLORE portion of ACT/EPAS.  Teachers will be given intensive summer training that will 
be followed with mentoring and embedded professional development.  The project will use 
formative assessments to help teachers make data-based instructional decisions and track 
student progress.  It will also establish a teaching and learning support network among teachers 
and with outside resources through structured and informal interactions using teleconferencing 
and face-to-face contacts. 
 
For more information about the IEQ program, visit 
http://www.cpe.ky.gov/policies/academicinit/TeacherQuality/IEQ.  
 
 


