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Information Sheet 

· The “Blue Lights Across the Bluegrass” summer highway safety campaign focuses on speed enforcement, reduction of impaired driving and encouraging the public to use safety belts.  


· The “Blue Lights Across the Bluegrass” summer highway safety campaign will run July 1-31, 2006.


· All state and local law enforcement agencies are encouraged to participate in this highway safety initiative.

· July 2, 3 and 4 are in the top ten deadliest days on U.S. roadways according to a study conducted by the Insurance Institute for Highway Safety.

· Goals of the campaign are to reduce the number of motor vehicle fatalities and injuries associated with speeding, impaired driving and safety belt violations. Methods employed to meet these goals will be increased, integrated traffic enforcement and the use of radio and television ads to heighten public awareness of that enforcement. The news media will also be utilized to remind drivers to drive safely and to always buckle up. 

· In July 2005, there were 10,617 motor vehicle collisions, resulting in 85 deaths and over 4,000 injuries.  Excessive speed contributed to 693 of those collisions and impaired driving contributed to 607 of those collisions.  
· Throughout July, the Governor’s Highway Safety Program will run TV and radio ads throughout the state to inform drivers about the increased law enforcement presence associated with the “Blue Lights Across the Bluegrass” campaign. 

· As of Wednesday, June 28, 2006, preliminary statistics on motor vehicle fatalities show that 404 people have died on Kentucky highways since the first of the year as compared to 437 people on June 28, 2005. 
· Speeding is one of the most common contributing factors in fatal crashes.
· Studies show that higher travel speeds are responsible for a significant increase in highway death rates. Kentucky’s rate is significantly higher than the national average. 

· The National Highway Traffic Safety Administration estimates that speed-related crashes cost society more than $40 billion per year.


· The National Highway Traffic Safety Administration estimates that alcohol was involved in 39% of fatal crashes and in 7% of all crashes in 2004. 
For additional statistics, links and information, please visit 

the Governor’s Highway Safety Program website:   www.ghsp.ky.gov






